
© 2022 The Authors. Energy Science & Engineering published by Society of Chemical Industry and John Wiley & 
Sons Ltd. 

This document was downloaded from 
https://openair.rgu.ac.uk 

PENG, J., SHI, H., WANG, S., WANG, L., FERNANDEZ, C., XIONG, X. and DABLU, B.E. 2022. A novel equivalent 
modeling method combined with the splice-electrochemical polarization model and prior generalized inverse least-

square parameter identification for UAV lithium-ion batteries. Energy science and engineering [online], 10(10), 
pages 3727-3740. Available from: https://doi.org/10.1002/ese3.1268  

A novel equivalent modeling method combined 
with the splice-electrochemical polarization 

model and prior generalized inverse least-square 
parameter identification for UAV lithium-ion 

batteries. 

PENG, J., SHI, H., WANG, S., WANG, L., FERNANDEZ, C., XIONG, X. and 
DABLU, B.E. 

2022 

https://doi.org/10.1002/ese3.1268


Received: 12 November 2021 | Revised: 25 February 2022 | Accepted: 10 March 2022

DOI: 10.1002/ese3.1268

OR IG INAL ART I C L E

A novel equivalent modelingmethod combined with the
splice‐electrochemical polarizationmodel and prior
generalized inverse least‐square parameter identification
for UAV lithium‐ion batteries

Jiawei Peng1 | Haotian Shi1 | Shunli Wang1 | Liping Wang1,2 |

Carlos Fernandez3 | Xin Xiong1,4 | Bobobee Etse Dablu1

1Department of Information Engineering,
Southwest University of Science and
Technology, Mianyang, China
2Department of Mechanical Engineering,
Tsinghua University, Beijing, China
3Department of Pharmacy and Life
Sciences, Robert Gordon University,
Aberdeen, UK
4Department of Automation, University
of Science and Technology of China,
Hefei, China

Correspondence
Shunli Wang, No. 59, Middle Section of
Qinglong Avenue, Fucheng District,
621010 Mianyang City, Sichuan Province,
China.
Email: wangshunli@swust.edu.cn

Funding information

National Natural Science Foundation of
China, Grant/Award Number: 61801407

Abstract

The accuracy of lithium‐ion battery state estimation is critical to the safety of

unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs). In this paper, aiming at the high‐fidelity
modeling of the UAV lithium‐ion battery, a splice‐electrochemical polariza-

tion model (S‐EPM) for UAV lithium‐ion battery is constructed by combining

the traditional electrochemical model with the equivalent circuit model, which

greatly improved the accuracy of the battery modeling. In addition, a novel

prior generalized inverse least‐squares algorithm is proposed. Also, based on

this algorithm, the full‐parameter identification and multicondition error

analysis of the S‐EPM are realized based on this algorithm. Finally, a targeted

complex discharge rate test and a full‐function charge–discharge test were

designed to further verify the applicability of the S‐EPM to complex

conditions. The experimental results show that the voltage error of the model

under each working condition is 5.50 and 3.0 mV, and the maximum

percentage error ratio is 0.20% and 0.07%. This experiment can provide a

theoretical basis for the combination of the electrochemical model and

equivalent circuit model and the accurate estimation of internal state variables

of lithium‐ion batteries.

KEYWORD S
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1 | INTRODUCTION

The power battery system is one of the most important
components of an unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV),
which has a great impact on the performance and safety

of the whole aircraft.1 The lithium‐ion battery has
become the most widely used power battery for aircraft
due to its excellent performance. For UAVs, the high‐
performance battery management system can not only
ensure the timeliness of the drone flight but also extend
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the service life of the drone's lithium battery. The strong
nonlinear characteristics of the UAV lithium battery
make it difficult to build a high‐fidelity model of the
UAV lithium battery. In addition, due to the unique
complex working environment of UAVs, it is also a huge
challenge to achieve a high‐precision estimation of the
state of charge (SoC) of UAV lithium batteries.2

Therefore, the establishment of a high‐fidelity lithium‐
ion battery model is the most important step to achieving
efficient management of lithium‐ion batteries.3

Many scholars have carried out related research on
the modeling of the equivalent circuit of lithium‐ion
batteries. Meng et al.4 proposed a nonlinear model to
accurately describe the external characteristics of
lithium‐ion batteries and conducted experiments on
LiFePO4 batteries to prove the effectiveness of the model.
Amiribavandpour et al.5 improved the electrochemical
modeling theory and improved the precision of battery
pack temperature prediction, but the temperature range
considered was not wide enough and other influencing
factors were not considered. Zhou et al.6 improved the
adaptive particle swarm optimization‐simulated anneal-
ing method, completed the parameter identification of
the lithium‐ion battery adaptive model, and the results
showed a good convergence rate. Nejad et al.7 combined
the equivalent circuit model to build the real‐time state
estimation of lithium‐ion batteries. Ferahtia et al.8

proposed a model optimal parameter identification
strategy, which has better identification ability than
other optimization algorithms. Li et al.9 established an
electrochemical lithium‐ion battery model in a wide
temperature range and verified the model in the
temperature range of −20°C to 45°C, but the experi-
mental verification conditions were too simple. Yang
et al.10 realized the design of an adaptive parameter
identification method for the estimation of the SoC of
lithium‐ion batteries based on the improved extended
Kalman filter. Hu and Wang11 studied the parameter
identification of the dual‐time‐scale battery model and its
application in battery state estimation, which improved
the robustness of the battery system. Jun et al.12

constructed the impedance model of the porous electrode
of the lithium‐ion battery and carried out a mathematical
representation of the model's order reduction space. Li
et al.13 realized the dynamic modal analysis and physical
parameter identification of lithium‐ion batteries based on
a simplified electrochemical model, but the external
factors considered were relatively single and failed to
fully consider the factors affecting aging.

Given the necessity and urgent needs of lithium
battery equivalent modeling, in addition to the above-
mentioned research by related scholars, there are also
experts in many fields who have conducted systematic

research on battery modeling and parameter identifica-
tion and have achieved good results. Jiang et al.14

established an equivalent mechanical model of a
lithium‐ion battery based on the stacking theory,
providing a new idea for high‐fidelity battery modeling.
Dai et al.15 proposed a novel separation time scale
adaptive model parameter identification strategy, which
improved the consistency of model parameters. Wang
et al.16 established an equivalent model of a fully charged
lithium‐ion battery based on the internal electrochemical
process of the battery, which greatly improved the SoC
estimation performance in the low‐range area, but the
performance in the high‐range area was not significant.
Tanaka et al.17 studied the transient voltage distribution
simulation method based on the internal equivalent
circuit, which improved the simulation efficiency of the
battery equivalent circuit model. Zhu et al.18 proposed a
new recursive restricted total least‐squares algorithm,
combined with the unscented Kalman filter to achieve a
joint estimation of the lithium‐ion battery model
parameters and SoC, the average absolute error of SoC
and the convergence time is limited to 1.2% and 88 s,
respectively. Jenkins et al.19 designed a fast adaptive
observer for the battery management system, which can
quickly estimate the internal state of the battery
management system under certain operating conditions,
but this design does not consider the changeable battery
application environment. Wu et al.20 On the basis of the
study of parameter identification of lithium‐ion battery
models, an analysis of the increase in voltage without an
open circuit was carried out to improve the precision of
parameter estimation. Wei et al.21 analyzed and summa-
rized different lithium‐ion battery integration models
and SoC estimation methods, providing a theoretical
basis for the establishment of high‐fidelity models and
high‐precision battery state estimation. Kornas et al.22

proposed a multicriteria optimization strategy that needs
to be considered in the production of lithium‐ion
batteries, which improves the production efficiency of
batteries. Park et al.23 realized the SoC/capacity comple-
mentary cooperative estimation of the power system
based on the discrete variational derivative and the
double extended Kalman filter algorithm, providing a
theoretical and experimental basis for the SoC estimation
method of lithium‐ion batteries in this way. Tian et al.24

established a lithium‐ion battery capacity decay mech-
anism modeling and kept the root‐mean‐square
error (RMSE) and average absolute error of the
calculated voltage within 38 and 51 mV, respectively.
The uncertainty and stability of parameters of the
lithium‐ion battery model and SoC estimation are
analyzed by Yuan et al.25 Xie et al.26 proposed an
enhanced online temperature estimation method for
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lithium‐ion batteries, which can more accurately
describe the temperature distribution and obtain more
details of the temperature field during battery use. Xiao
et al.27 constructed the state‐space model of the
nonintegral derivative of lithium‐ion battery. The
results are significant in reducing the computation
and improving estimation precision.

With the continuous in‐depth research of battery
modeling and parameter identification by domestic and
foreign scholars in the field, the type and accuracy of the
model have been guaranteed to a certain extent.27–34

Relevant representative modeling strategies include the
finite‐difference discrete modeling method35 and
reduced‐order electrochemical modeling strategy36 stud-
ied by Deng et al. In addition, Shi et al.37 established a
second‐order lumped parameter electrical characteristic
model based on the multitime scale effect of battery
polarization internal resistance, and achieved high‐
precision identification of battery parameters through
an asynchronous parameter identification strategy.
Although relevant scholars and experts have studied
the electrochemical model and equivalent circuit model
of lithium‐ion batteries innumerable, no one has carried
out detailed work on lithium battery modeling and
working condition verification based on the field of
drones. Considering the high requirements of UAV work,
the research work based on the equivalent circuit
modeling and parameter identification of a UAV is
particularly important.

Compared with the above transmission battery model,
the electrochemical model according to the electrochemical
reaction mechanism modeling, the model prediction preci-
sion is higher, and the estimate of the battery status is also
more accurate, but the traditional high‐precision pure
electrochemical model has high computational complexity
and many parameters need to be identified, which is
currently difficult to implement in engineering. So this paper
given the UAV lithium‐ion battery accurately describe the
goal of working status, comprehensively consider the
accuracy and computational complexity of characterization,
combined with the merits of different equivalent circuit
model, using the combination of electrochemical and
equivalent circuit and build the UAV lithium‐ion battery
splice‐electrochemical polarization model (S‐EPM). The S‐
EPM explains to a certain extent the polarization phenome-
non caused by the electrochemical reaction speed on the
positive and negative electrodes being slower than the
electron movement speed, which greatly increases the
fidelity of battery modeling. In addition, the paper discusses
the least‐squares optimal iterative theory based on a prior
generalized inverse least‐square (PGILS) method and realizes
the full‐parameter online identification in S‐EPM based on
this theory.

2 | MODEL FRAMEWORK

2.1 | Splice‐electrochemical polarization
modeling

The electrochemical model can realize the characteriza-
tion of the battery state to a certain extent, but its
modeling is more complicated, and many parameters
that need to be identified, so it is not suitable for
application in actual scenarios. Typical electrochemical
models mainly include the Shepherd model, the Unne-
whehr universal model, and the Nernst model. Several
early electrochemical modeling methods in different
forms are introduced in reference.38

The mathematical description of the Shepherd model
is shown in Equation (1).

U k E RI k K SoC k( ) = − ( ) − / ( ).L 0 1 (1)

The mathematical description of the Unnewhehr
universal model is shown in Equation (1).

U k E RI k K SoC k( ) = − ( ) − ( ).L 0 1 (2)

The mathematical description of the Nernst model is
shown in Equation (3).

U k E RI k K SoC k

K SoC k

( ) = − ( ) − ln[ ( )]

+ ln[1 − ( )].

L 0 2

3

(3)

In Equations (1)–(3), UL(k) is the output voltage at
time k, E0 is the open‐circuit voltage (OCV) when SoC
equals 1, R is the internal resistance of the cell, and K1,
K2, and K3 are constants chosen to make the model fit the
data well. In addition, Plett et al.38 and Wang
et al.39 show that all terms in these models can be
recollected to form a “combined model” that performs
better than any of the individual models. On the basis of
the above modeling ideas, a new type of UAV lithium
battery S‐EPM is constructed by combining the Thevenin
model with the combined model. By considering the
influence of multiple coupling factors inside the lithium‐
ion battery, the purpose of high‐fidelity modeling of the
UAV lithium battery is achieved. The structure of S‐EPM
is shown in Figure 1.

In Figure 1, R0 is the ohmic internal resistance.
Through this parameter, the transient voltage drop at
both ends of the positive and negative poles caused by
the ohmic effect in the charging and discharging process
of lithium‐ion batteries is characterized. The first‐order
resistor–capacitor (RC) parallel circuit is used to charac-
terize the relaxation effect of the battery, and then the
transient response of the battery is expressed. Rp
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represents the polarization resistance of the lithium‐ion
battery, and Cp represents the polarization capacitance of
the lithium‐ion battery. The parallel circuit composed of
Rp and Cp reflects the generation and elimination of the
polarization effect of the lithium‐ion battery. Rd is the
internal resistance during discharge, which characterizes
the difference in the internal resistance of UAV lithium‐
ion batteries during discharge. Rcd represents the
difference in internal resistance between the charged
and discharged states of the battery. Among them, Rc is
the internal resistance in the charged state, and its
physical meaning is the internal resistance when the
battery is fully charged. Rd is the internal resistance in
the discharged state, and its physical meaning is the
internal resistance after the battery is fully discharged.
Generally speaking, the internal resistance in the
discharged state is not stable and is too large; the
internal resistance in the charged state is smaller and the
resistance value is relatively stable. When the drone's
lithium‐ion battery is fully discharged, set Rcd equal to
Rd, and when the drone's lithium‐ion battery is fully
charged, set Rcd equal to Rc. The identification results of
the two in this paper are the average value, which is a
fixed value. Uoc− SoC is described by the combined
model for SoC. Experiments show that the combined
model can provide a better fitting effect in the whole
charging and discharging process.

2.2 | Model‐based state‐space
representation

Early electrochemical models need to identify many
parameters, which makes the computational complexity
of modeling high. The combined model adopted in this
paper can reduce the parameters that need to be
identified in the electrochemical model. In addition,
the unknowns K1, K2, and K3 in the combined model can
be estimated by a simple system identification procedure,
thereby reducing the computational complexity of the

modeling and ensuring that the model has high accuracy.
On the basis of the structure of the S‐EPM circuit, using
Kirchhoff's circuit law, the state‐space equation is
established as shown in Equation (4).

U k U U k I k R I k R

dU k dk I k C U k C R

U K K SoC k K SoC k

( ) = − ( ) − ( ) − ( ) ,

( )/ = ( )/ − ( )/ ,

= + ln[ ( )] + ln[1 − ( )].

L OC P L 0 L cd

p L P P P P

OC 1 2 3





 (4)

The ideal voltage source in S‐EPM is equivalent to the
combined model, and its equivalent parameter value is
represented by Uoc, representing the OCV of the battery.
At the same time, the ohmic resistance of the battery is
characterized by the resistance R0. The physical meaning
of the parameters in S‐EPM is as follows:

1. The OCV value in the model is represented by the
simplified Nernst equation.

2. The first‐order RC parallel circuit is used to charac-
terize the polarization effect.

3. The difference in the internal resistance of UAV
lithium‐ion batteries charge and discharge is charac-
terized by Rd and Rc.

2.3 | PGILS parameter identification
strategy

The above state‐space equation is analyzed, and the
differential of Up(k) in Equation (4) is replaced by
the first‐order backward difference, and the discre-
tized equivalent differential is obtained as shown in
Equation (5).

dU k dk U kT U k T T

U k U k T

( )/ [ ( ) − ( − 1) ]/

= [ ( ) − ( − 1)]/ .

p p p

p p


(5)

In Equation (5), Up(k) and Up(k−1) are the voltage
values across the polarization resistor at time k and time
k−1, respectively. T is the system sampling period. It
should be noted that considering the fastness and noise
immunity, it is hoped that the sampling period should be
as short as possible to reduce the influence of the pure
lag of the system. However, considering the workload of
the computer and the cost of the loop, the sampling
period should be longer. Especially in multiloop control,
each loop should have enough calculation time, which
puts forward certain requirements for the selection of the
sampling period. According to the selection basis of the
sampling period described in Wang et al.,40 combined
with the existing hardware facilities of the laboratory, the

FIGURE 1 S‐EPM model structure diagram. S‐EPM, splice‐
electrochemical polarization model; SoC, state of charge.
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sampling period T in this paper is set to 1 s. It can not
only ensure that the system has a long enough transition
time, but also can make the computer reflect quickly
through sampling, which improves the efficiency of
algorithm iteration. Then, by substituting Equation (5)
into Equation (4) the calculation equation of Up(k) is
obtained, as shown in Equation (6).

Substitute Up(k) in Equation (6) into Equation (4) to
obtain the calculation equation of Uoc, and replace Uoc in
Equation (4) with K1 +K2ln[SoC(k)] + K3ln[1− SoC(k)],
and the simplified discrete form of Equation (1) is shown
in Equation (7).

U k x x U k x SoC k

x SoC k x I k

x I k

( ) = + ( − 1) + ln [ ( )]

+ ln[1 − ( )] + ( )

+ ( − 1).

L 1 L2 3

4 5 L

6 L

(7)

In Equation (7), x1, x2, x3, x4, x5, and x6 are the
coefficients of the discrete state‐space equations, whose
values can be solved by the least‐squares estimation.
The expansion forms of x1, x2, x3, x4, x5, and x6 are shown
in Equation (8).

x TK T C R x C R T C R

x TK T C R x TK T C R

x C R R R T C R

x C R R R T C R

T R R R T C R

= /( + ), = /( + ),

= /( + ), = / + ,

= { ( + )}/( + ),

= [ ( + )]/( + )

+ [ ( + + )]/( + ).

1 1 P P 2 P P P P

3 2 P P 4 3 P P

6 P P 0 cd P P

5 P P 0 cd P P

0 P cd P P










(8)

At this time, the parameters of the model are
calculated as shown in Equation (9).

( )

K x x K x x

K x x R R R x x

R x x x x x

C x x x x

= /(1 − ), = /(1 − ),

= /(1 − ), = + = / ,

= ( + )/ − ,

= − /( + ).

P

1 1 2 2 3 2

3 4 2 f cd 0 6 2

2 5 6 2
2

2

P 2
2

2 5 6









(9)

In Equation (9), Rf is the sum of the internal
resistance of Rcd and R0, and the parameter separation
of Rc, Rd, and R0 is achieved through the identification of
Rf and the measurement result of the high‐precision
internal resistance tester.

In the process of UAV lithium‐ion battery test,
through the use of battery internal resistance tester

AT520B, implementation of UAV lithium‐ion battery
internal resistance measurement, the internal resistance
testing equipment measuring range is 0.01 mΩ–300.00Ω,
the precision is 0.50%. Combined with the parameter
identification results in Equation (9), the charge and
discharge resistance Rcd in the S‐EPM can be
obtained.

Using the state‐space equation in the discrete form
of the model, based on the least‐squares theory, the
full‐parameter online identification of the lithium‐ion
battery S‐EPM is performed. According to Equation
(9), through the state‐space description in discrete
form, an S‐EPM exogenous autoregressive model based
on a complete set of experiments is given, as shown in
Equation (10).

Y AX

X

A A A A A A

Y

A

x x x x x x

U U U U k U n

U k SoC k

SoC k I k I k

=

= [ , , , , , ] ,

= { , , , …, , …, },

= [ (0), (1), (2), …, ( ), …, ( )] ,

= {1, ( − 1), ln[ ( )],

ln[1 − ( )], ( ), ( − 1)}.

T

k n

T

k

1 2 3 4 5 6

0 1 2

L L L L L

L

L L












(10)

In Equation (10), k represents the current moment, X
is the matrix of coefficients to be identified, and A is the
matrix of independent variables. Its value is the set of key
parameter data values, such as current and voltage
obtained in the whole experiment. Ak is the data matrix
under a single time interval, and Y is the output matrix
composed of the entire experiment, also called the
dependent variable matrix.

When performing online parameter identification of
lithium batteries, due to the influence of computer data
collection methods, the battery management system can
only upload a set of data, such as current and voltage at
a time, which is affected by the data collection mode,
this paper further explores on the basis of the traditional
recursive least‐squares theory, and proposes a new type
of least‐squares algorithm based on a prior generalized
inverse. The iterative process of the full‐parameter
online identification based on the PGILS algorithm is
as follows.

Combine the dependent variable matrix Y in Equa-
tion (10) with the independent variable matrix A, and
then solve the coefficient matrix X to be identified, as
shown in Equation (11).

U k
C R U k U k R R I k I k R I k T

T
( ) =

{ ( ) − ( − 1) + ( + )[ ( ) − ( − 1)]} + ( )
.P

P P L L 0 cd L L P L
(6)
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X X Y X A A A Y= = ( ) .T T−1 −1 (11)

According to the iterative calculation requirements,
set the set of current, voltage, and other data before the k
group as Ak, it is obvious that

X A Y

X
A

A

A

A

A

A

Y

Y

A A= ,

= .

G

G M

k k
T

k k
T

k

k
k

k

T
k

k

k

k

T
k

k

−1

+1
+1 +1

−1

+1 +1

k

k k+1 +1

  

     

































































(12)

In Equation (12), the matrix Ak is a set consisting of the
first k groups of experimental data, and Ak+1 is the k+1th
group of experimental data values. Xk is the to‐be‐identified
coefficient matrix solved under the first k groups of current
and voltage data, Xk+1 is the coefficient matrix to be
identified, which is solved after adding the (k+1)th group
of data on the basis of Xk. Gk, Gk+1, and Mk+1 are matrix
operators used for the iteration of the PGILS algorithm.
According to the description of the correlation matrix in X0

and X1 in Equation (12), the coupling relationship in the
matrix operator in the calculation of PGILS algorithm
iteration is deduced as shown below.

G G A A

M G X A Y

= − ,

= + .

k k k
T

k

k k k k
T

k

+1 +1 +1

+1 +1 +1





(13)

Bring the Gk in Equation (13) into Mk+1, and merge
and integrate the similar terms in the formula to obtain
the expressions of Gk+1 andMk+1 for iterative calculation
of the PGILS algorithm are shown in Equation (14).

G G A A

M G X A Y A X

= + ,

= + ( − ).

k k k
T

k

k k k k
T

k k k

+1 +1 +1

+1 +1 +1 +1 +1





(14)

According to the calculation result of Equation (14),
Gk+1 and Mk+1 are, respectively, brought into Equation
(12), and the coupling relationship between Xk and Xk+1

is obtained, as shown in Equation (15).

X X G A Y A X= + ( − ).k k k k
T

k k k+1 +1
−1

+1 +1 +1 (15)

In Equation (15), from the perspective of optimal
iteration, Xk is the original information in the optimal
solution of parameter identification, also called old
information, Xk+1 is the new information after adding
the data group, and the coupling relationship between

Xk and Xk+1 clarifies that the PGILS algorithm uses the
original information to modify the new information. In
addition, the solution of the inverse matrix in
engineering will take up a lot of computer resources,
thereby reducing the utilization of data, so Equation
(15) needs to be optimized, and the optimization steps
are as follows.

Using the Sherman–Morrison–Woodbury formula,
the form of Gk+1

−1 in Equation (15) is optimized. Let
Gk

−1 and Gk+1
−1 operators be Pk and Pk+1, respectively,

and get the form shown in Equation (16).

( )P P P A E A P A A P= − + .k k k k
T

k k k
T

k k+1 +1 +1 +1

−1

+1

(16)

In the battery management system, since the
computer can only collect a set of data, such as current
and voltage at a time, Equation (16) can be optimized
into the following form.

( ) ( )P P P A A P A P A= − / 1 + .k k k k
T

k k k k k
T

+1 +1 +1 +1 +1

(17)

The PGILS algorithm introduces the Sherman–
Morrison–Woodbury formula; this avoids the work of matrix
inversion, greatly increases the efficiency of computer
processing data, and makes the algorithm simple and easy
to implement. After the above derivation, the derivation
process of the PGILS algorithm is as follows.

(1) Using the generalized inverse to find the initial
solution.

( )
( )

X A A A Y

P A A

= ,

= .

T T

T

0 0 0

−1

0 0

0 0 0

−1







(18)

(2) Iteratively calculate the optimization operator matrix
Pk+1 and the error correction matrix εk+1.

P P
P A A P

A P A

ε Y A X

= −
1 +

,

= − .

k k
k k

T
k k

k k k
T

k k k k

+1
+1 +1

+1 +1

+1 +1 +1







(19)

(3) Iteratively update the gain matrix Kk+1 and the
coefficient matrix Xk+1.

K P A

X X K ε

= ,

= + .
k k k

T

k k k k

+1 +1 +1

+1 +1 +1



 (20)

(4) Iterative loop to the end of the entire time series.
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It should be noted that when the SoC is used as a part
of the model state, the precision of the SoC needs to
be considered. The fitting curve for OCV‐SoC can be
obtained by fitting the experimental data. In the
parameter identification of the model, this paper adopts
a simple and effective method, which is to iteratively
calculate the SoC value obtained by the ampere‐hour
integration as the current real SoC value. Although the
SoC value obtained by the ampere‐hour integration has
errors, it also greatly reduces the computational com-
plexity of the model. Future work will combine the above
modeling strategies with SoC estimation. The SoC of the
battery is estimated with high precision by using
different estimators, and the value is returned to PGILS.
This closed‐loop iterative strategy can achieve a high‐
precision joint estimation of model parameters and the
internal state of the battery. To show the pros and cons of
the PIG algorithm more intuitively, the quantitative
analysis indicators used in this paper are: RMSE, mean
absolute percentage error (MAPE), and maximum error
(MAXE), and the calculation is shown in Equation (21).

RMSE
n

y y

MAPE
n

y y

y

MAXE Max y y

=
1

( − ˆ ) ,

=
1 − ˆ

× 100%,

= − ˆ .

i

n

i i

i

n
i i

i

i i

=1

2

=1


  

 

(21)

In Equation (21), n represents the total time step. The
yi and ŷi, respectively, represent the measured value and
estimated value of the terminal voltage.

3 | EXPERIMENTS AND RESULTS
ANALYSIS

On the basis of the PGILS algorithm, the hybrid pulse
power characterization (HPPC) experimental data is used
to identify the full parameters of the model, and then the
feasibility of S‐EPM is verified through the target
compound discharge rate test and the full‐function
charge–discharge test. The experimental results of
multiple operating conditions show that the model has
high accuracy.

3.1 | Test equipment and procedures

To verify the accuracy and fidelity of the S‐EPM model,
the UAV ternary polymer lithium‐ion battery is selected
as the experimental sample, based on the battery's high‐
precision internal resistance tester, battery high‐power

charge and discharge tester, and temperature control
box. The experimental platform is set up, as shown in
Figure 2. The test is carried out at a constant temperature
of 25°C. The rated capacity of the experimental monomer
sample is 72 Ah. The battery charging steady‐state
internal resistance measured by the high‐precision
internal resistance tester is 0.67 mΩ, and the discharge
steady‐state internal resistance is 0.52 mΩ.

3.2 | HPPC test analysis

To identify the full parameters in the S‐EPM, this paper
carried out an HPPC test on the UAV lithium‐ion battery
samples. The experiment procedures have been described
in detail in Shi et al.,28 and the experimental results are
shown in Figure 3. Among them, Figure 3A is the current
single pulse curve of the HPPC test, Figure 3B is the current
curve of the main charging HPPC test, Figure 3C is the
voltage curve of the main charging HPPC test, and
Figure 3D is the SoC curve of the HPPC test.

3.3 | Full‐parameter identification
results

On the basis of the abovementioned HPPC test, based on
the coupling relationship between the parameters in S‐
EPM, combined with the optimal iterative strategy of
PGILS, the full‐parameter identification of S‐EPM is
realized. First, using experimental data, combining
Equations (18) and (19), complete the iterative identifi-
cation of the coefficient matrix A. Finally, the parameters
of the belt identification result based on PGILS are
separated by Equation (9) to realize the identification of
the model parameters. The parameter identification
results are shown in Figure 4.

Figure 4A–F, respectively, shows the identification
result curves of K1, K2, K3, Rf, Rp, and Cp in the S‐EPM
under the full‐time series. Because the precision of the
initial value of the method based on PGILS parameter
identification is too high, this paper has carried out a
second optimization in the selection of the initial value of
the algorithm. That is, the initial value of the first iteration
of the algorithm is the initial value of the second iteration
so that the parameter identification results after the second
optimization have a higher degree of convergence.

In addition, as mentioned above, the charged internal
resistance Rc and the discharged internal resistance Rd in
the S‐EPM have been measured by a high‐precision
internal resistance tester, and their values are Rc = 0.67mΩ,
Rd = 0.52mΩ. According to Equation (9), Rf =Rcd +R0, and
then the value of R0 can be calculated. To simplify the
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FIGURE 2 Test equipment appearance drawing. BMS, Battery Management System; CAN, Controller Area Network; IP, Internet
Protocol; TCP, Transmission Control Protocol; USB, Universal Serial Bus.

(A) (B)

(C) (D)

FIGURE 3 HPPC test index curves. HPPC, hybrid pulse power characterization; SoC, state of charge.
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calculation, in this paper, the value of R0 is averaged, and
the average value is R0 = 0.61mΩ.

As can be seen from Figure 4G,H, the MAXE of the
terminal voltage of the HPPC experiment does not exceed

0.4%, and the MAXE of terminal voltage does not exceed
0.3%. The experimental results effectively prove that
S‐EPM can well reflect the internal changes of UAV
lithium‐ion batteries.

(A) (B)

(C) (D)

(E) (F)

(G) (H)

FIGURE 4 Full‐parameter identification results and terminal voltage error curve
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In the actual application of UAV BMS, in addition to
the precision index of parameter identification, it is also
necessary to consider the operating efficiency of the
algorithm. The operation of the traditional least‐squares
algorithm relies heavily on the initial precision. If the initial
value is given unreasonably, it may even diverge in the
iterative process. To verify the operating efficiency of the
PGILS algorithm, this paper gives the algorithm running
time under different initialization conditions. This paper
designs two sets of experiments with different initialization
conditions. The first group is the initial value with higher

precision (its initial value is the convergence value after the
algorithm iteration), and the second group is the initial
value with lower precision (its initial value is 0). The
running time of the algorithm under two different
initialization conditions is shown in Table 1.

From the operating efficiency of the PGILS algorithm in
Table 1, it can be seen that the algorithm running time
under the same computer with different initial values is
roughly the same. It can be concluded that the precision of
the initial value has little effect on the running time of the
PGILS algorithm. For this reason, when unmanned BMS is

TABLE 1 Running time of the
algorithm at different initial values

Number of
tests First time

Second
time

Third
time

Fourth
time Fifth time

First group (s) 3.79797 3.076345 3.21761 3.60892 3.19987

Second group (s) 3.72011 3.48879 3.29567 3.10462 3.19822

TABLE 2 Convergence time of each
parameter under large error initial value

Parameter K1 K2 K3 Rf Rp Cp

Number of
iterations

85 113 98 575 587 583

Convergence
time (s)

0.00156 0.00208 0.00180 0.01057 0.01079 0.0107

(A) (B)

(C) (D)

FIGURE 5 Targeted complex discharge rate test experiment result curve. SoC, state of charge.
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used, it is possible to read historical data and initialize the
algorithm without knowing the initial value.

To further explore the convergence speed of the
algorithm, continue to study and analyze on the basis of
the second set of experiments in Table 1. This paper takes
the number of iterations required when the convergence
error of each parameter is 5.00% and records it. Divide
the number of iterations required for convergence by the
total number of iterations to get the convergence time.
The results are shown in Table 2.

Table 2 shows the number of iterations of each
parameter when the algorithm is iterated to an error of
5% under a large initial value error. The number of
iterations under the whole working condition is 54,414
times, and the convergence time is obtained. It can
be seen from the table that the convergence speed of each
parameter is extremely fast when the initialization error
is large, all at the millisecond level, which further verifies
that the algorithm has high operating efficiency.

3.4 | Targeted complex discharge rate
test (TCDRT)

Owing to the complex application environment of UAV,
a single HPPC experiment is not enough to fully prove
the adaptability of the S‐EPM to the external environ-
ment. To further verify the fidelity of S‐EPM, this paper
designs a TCDRT for UAVs on the premise of fully
investigating the UAV's use environment and power
requirements. In the experiment, the UAV lithium‐ion
battery sample was discharged with different rate
combinations (0.35, 0.45, 0.55, 0.65, and 0.75 C), and
the terminal voltage of the battery was tracked through S‐
EPM to simulate the battery based on S‐EPM.

First, get the TCDRT experimental data according to the
TCDRT experimental conditions. Then, using the above-
mentioned S‐EPM parameter identification method, com-
bined with the full‐parameter identification result shown in
Figure 4, the terminal voltage comparison curve and the
terminal voltage error curve under the TCDRT experiment
are obtained, and the results are shown in Figure 5.

Figure 5A is the current curve of the TCDRT
experiment, and Figure 5B is the voltage and SoC curve
of the TCDRT experiment. Figure 5C is a comparison
curve between the experimental value of the TCDRT
experimental terminal voltage and the true value, and
Figure 5D is the TCDRT experimental terminal voltage
error curve. It can be seen from Figure 5C,D that the
maximum voltage error of the UAV targeted S‐EPM
under the TCDRT experiment does not exceed 5.500 mV,
and its MAXE does not exceed 0.200%, further verifying
that the S‐EPM has a high‐fidelity degree.

3.5 | Full‐function charging and
discharging test (FFCDT)

To verify the adaptability of S‐EPM, this paper designs an
FFCDT according to the application environment of
UAV. The experiment simulates the startup and unlock-
ing of the drone during the flight and the power output of
the drone in an emergency. On the basis of the lithium‐
ion battery samples selected in the previous paper, the
UAV full‐function charging and discharging experiment
was carried out. The full‐featured charging and dischar-
ging experiment process based on the UAV lithium‐ion
batteries sample is shown in Figure 6.

Before the UAV executes the flight mission, it first
prestarts the crew. Its purpose is to complete the accurate
calibration of various sensors in the crew to ensure that
the UAV can start normally. This process is simulated by
Ta in the FFCDT experiment. After the prestart is
completed, the UAV is unlocked and the flight mission
of the UAV is continued. This process is simulated by Tb

FIGURE 6 UAV full‐function charge and discharge test
experiment process. IC, incremental capacity; UAV, unmanned
aerial vehicle.
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in the FFCDT experiment. In addition, the battery self‐
discharge during the normal flight of the UAV cannot be
ignored. This process is simulated by Tc in the FFCDT
experiment. Considering the special application environ-
ment of the UAV, this paper adds the UAV emergency
output simulation to the FFCDT experiment. This
process is simulated by Td in the FFCDT experiment.

On the basis of the FFCDT experiment flow chart in
Figure 6, design the UAV targeted experimental condi-
tions, where Ta is set to 600 s, Tb is 20 s, Tc is 100 s, Td is
600 s. The entire operating condition is cycled 9 times,

thereby realizing the simulation of the UAV application
process. According to the steps of the FFCDT experi-
mental conditions, using the full‐parameter identifica-
tion results based on S‐EPM, the terminal voltage
comparison curve and the terminal voltage error curve
under the FFCDT experiment are obtained, and the
results are shown in Figure 7.

Figure 7A is the current curve of the FFCDT
experiment, and Figure 7B is the voltage and SoC curve
of the FFCDT experiment. Figure 7C is the comparison
curve between the experimental value of the FFCDT
experimental terminal voltage and the true value, and
Figure 7D is the FFCDT experimental terminal voltage
error curve. It can be seen from Figure 7C,D that the
maximum voltage error of the UAV targeted S‐EPM
under the FFCDT experiment does not exceed 3mV, and
its MAXE does not exceed 0.07%. It fully demonstrates
that S‐EPM can adapt to the complex working environ-
ment of drones, and lays a model foundation for the
follow‐up research on the high‐precision estimation of
the SoC of the drone's lithium‐ion battery.

To show the performance of the PGILS algorithm
more intuitively, this paper carries out quantitative
calculation and analysis of RMSE, MAPE, and MAXE

(A) (B)

(C) (D)

FIGURE 7 Phased working condition experiments index curves. S‐EPM, splice‐electrochemical polarization model; SoC, state of
charge.

TABLE 3 Quantitative analysis of errors under different
working conditions

Evaluation index RMSE (mV) MAPE (%)
MAXE
(mV)

HPPC 0.200 0.003 8.367

TCDRT 0.352 0.006 5.022

FFCDT 0.302 0.005 2.300

Abbreviations: FFCDT, full‐function charging and discharging test; HPPC,
hybrid pulse power characterization; MAPE, mean absolute percentage
error; MAXE, maximum error; RMSE, root‐mean‐square error; TCDRT,
targeted complex discharge rate test.
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under HPPC and FFCDT conditions. The calculation
results are shown in Table 3. It can be seen from Table 3
that the RMSE, MAPE, and MAXE under HPPC
conditions are 0.200mV, 0.003%, and 8.367mV, respec-
tively. The RMSE, MAPE, and MAXE under TCDRT
conditions are 0.352mV, 0.006%, and 5.022mV, respec-
tively. The RMSE, MAPE and MAXE under FFCDT
conditions are 0.302mV, 0.005%, and 2.300mV, respec-
tively. The maximum MAXE in the three working
conditions is 2.633 mV less than in Shi et al.28 (the
MAXE of the terminal voltage is 11.000mV). The
maximum RMSE in the three working conditions is
8.348 mV less than that in Dai et al.15 (the RMSE of the
terminal voltage is 8.700mV). It fully proves that the
PGILS algorithm has high accuracy.

4 | CONCLUSION

This paper aims to establish a targeted high‐fidelity
equivalent circuit model of UAV. By considering the
impact of the difference in charge and discharge internal
resistance on battery modeling, a novel composite
electrochemical polarization model for UAV lithium‐
ion batteries is proposed by combining the Thevenin
model with the combined model. On the basis of the
principle of the PGILSs method, combined with HPPC
experimental data, the full‐parameter identification in S‐
EPM is realized, which solves the shortcomings of
traditional parameter identification methods that are
time‐consuming and large in error. The accuracy of the
model is verified by the TCDRT and FFCDT. The voltage
error of the model under each working condition is 5 and
3mV, and the maximum percentage error ratio is 0.21%
and 0.07%. The high fidelity of S‐EPM is verified, and the
model foundation is laid for the subsequent estimation of
SoC of UAV lithium‐ion batteries.
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