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COMMUNITY AS AN EXTENDED CLASSROOM

EVOKING CURIOSITY AND COLLABORATION

Aim: Future teaching and learning requires the capacity to shift ways of "knowing and
understanding” through praxis and trans-disciplinary collaboration, presenting the
community as a setting for emergent learning.

Objectives:

1. Enhancing student learning experiences to evoke curiosity.

2. Engaging with communities through emergent learning opportunities

3. Trans-disciplinary learning and teaching to enrich collaborative learning experiences

4. Situated learning experiences in authentic settings to bridge theory and practice.
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Abstract:

The teaching method, entitled ‘Community as Extended Classroom [CeCT is the
presentation’s theme. CeC is a trans-disciplinary pedagogical method in teaching
subjects of cities, health, populations and society. The objective of CeC is to enable
students to engage in community settings to understand and work with complexity,
applying theoretical approaches to showcase collaborations that bridge knowledge
and societies. Academics and researchers extol the benefits of virtual teaching and
advantages of community engagement to apply theories for trans-disciplinary
approaches to teaching and learning. The presentation affirms the value of health
professionals, community and urban designers and architects collaborating to
enhance students learning experiences in real-life situations for praxis to occur,
where theory is translated into action to enable changes in communities and society.
CeC bridges communities and students at the crossroad of experience and learning
theories. Students’ evaluations confirm the impact of experiential understanding,
learning and knowing within a social and cultural context. Adopting a trans-
disciplinary approach of CeC is crossing various disciplines at Robert Gordon
University.
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Relevance to the Teaching & Learning objectives:

A pedagogy of shifting ways of teaching, learning, and collaborating recognises
existing learning activities patterns are unsustainable (Kydd, 2004; Eisner, 1998
and Smith, 2005) , to discover innovative ways of disciplines working together for
society and communities .
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Key approach to pedagogy-community synergies

Community as Extended Classroom (CeC) is a new ideology of teaching method
considering students as life-long learner by bringing community neighbourhood
design by engagement. This is done by bringing community issues close to the
taught subject on issues such as, inequalities, inequities and living environments;
SMID (Scottish Multiple Index of Deprivation), placemaking- all these manifested
in terms of health outcomes and unhealthy environments.

CeC is a live innovative teaching method which helps bringing community issues
to educational discussion, while bringing students close to the community as a
problem solvers.
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CeC has influenced the RGU-wide community
engagement method: P4 (People, Placemaking,
Participation in Life and Health, Power)

P4.RGU

People. Place Making. Participation in Life and Health. Power

PQ'RGU Is an inter-disciglinary comrmunty sagzoement and lizboraticn azross the bert Gorden Un ty.
cenmunity and industries, work lor the PEOPLE 1Population), using PLACEMAKING rleiventions, by PARTICIPATION
acass RGU and Camitvwnily e enhance LIFE and HEALTH o' Lhe Fopulation ol Scolland anz by emPOWERIr2 L
comnmunity far managing their life and hezlth in ther community W'lthu ha= been engaziag for the last 4 years
enhanzing the life guality irsocial space zare benslilel tae conmmunily living and hea th insberdesn, parinering
vath Scott Sutherand scheel of Architesture & Bullt znvircnment, Schocl of Health and Scaial Sciences/ *ubllic Haath,
with the Cantre for Collasborative and Intsrprofessions! I'ract th= Seaton Commu nity
What we believe:

s Amss

Saganartahan Fias

!

o L | 3"'CI‘" 9"5"9‘9\‘ a3 Psﬂf’
P ety uf thy o

Asradanan
2 rmmcdenis &

IGAONRC, SRC WS DT WEEANa with Mo !

GCSIZ DE 1D WG UAN A \TACEAMS oF Snalar 1D e m:vL LEIC'T SASCES 3N 1D SNCALNIIGE 3 SURSNSC!
e faothe o - . ; ol naphbovmaad  Sondants Sn:.:fr. >y
3 ¢ <un Ty the chy Mieton b e gy
the zonde of mc
Hiaal 2 RO afu= Guph

A Cavvar Az i Teee -
Tow dawiba

Zaa AN Tara v




* Creating, community
connections for creative
learning.

« Morrison (2022]
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CeC allowed a number of live projects to
introduce

A collaborative teaching method: embracing
Health, Architecture and Pedagogy.
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CeC enabled students to learn innovative
engagement with community and helped
shape the mind as life-long learner

Stage 3 Presentation on
Visions for Seaton
Community Regeneration

Date: 15 March 2022

Venue: Seaton Totem
Pale, Seaton Road,
Aberdeen

Time: 10amto 12pm
All are welcome to the
show!
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CeC underpins healthy placemaking by
collaborative teaching and learning

Desian Vision for Site 3
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CeC creates an active participation for positive changes in the community by learning
and intervening community needs by learning, engaging, applying and immersing into
the real issues community presents.

NMENT
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Despite being at the heart of Scotland’s Curriculum of Excellence (CfE), interdisciplinary
learning (IDL) has not yet become a habitual learning approach in all of Scotland’s schools.
It exists, and it is a way of thinking and learning that can have a significant impact on

improving student engagement and performance, but its application and quality is
inconsistent. (Education Scotland)

TRADITIONAL DISCIPLINARY SILOS
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FUTURE IS COLLABORATION FROM TEACHING, LEARNING AND STUDENTS’ EXPERIENCE

@

CREATIVE TRANS-DISCIPLINARY COLLABORATION
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FUTURE IS COLLABORATION FROM TEACHING, LEARNING AND STUDENTS’ EXPERIENCE

Trans -disciplinary learning and teaching offers a wider horizon of
thinking, enhancing the student’s confidence by engaging in an
authentic community, working with complexity.

Trans -disciplinary teaching and learning provides the foundation for
more context-specific experiences, which prepares students for
employment in a complex world and to be inquiring learners.



Victoria Road School Project
Trans-disciplinary learning
Going Upstream




RGU Physiotherapy
Going UP Stream in Torry



https://www.facebook.com/oldtorrycommunitycentre/videos/3172805089629840
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