
PG19

ENHANCING TEACHING PRACTICE
Developing Academic Skills: An Innovative 
Approach.
Shonagh Douglas

Developing independent learning skills is a key aim of higher education (Hockings et al. 2018). A 
common way in which students gain expereince of independent learning is though coursework as-
signemnet. However, in order to undertake the required independent learning for this, students must 
first devlop academic skills such as how to find, use and incorprate informaation and how to write 
effectively (Thompson, Pawson and Evans 2021). RGU provide some fantasic resources and sup-
port to aid in the development of these skills, such as those offered by Study Skills and the Library. 
However, and despite efforts at both course and university level, experience has shown that many 
students fail to engage in these resources. This presentation will showcase an innovative approach 
to raising awareness and increasing usage of these resouces. This includes a virtual breakout room 
for students during induction to gently develop awareness of resouces and support in a memorable 
way, an interactive flowchart which guides students through their first assigments with direct links to 
resources when required and the introduction of feedforward into the assignment marking process 
which directs students to relevant resouces and support.
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