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A B S T R A C T

Citrus fruit are susceptible to Colletotrichum gloeosporioides infestation during postharvest and shelf storage. Early and accurate detection of citrus anthracnose is 
conducive for carrying out targeted pesticide control and mitigating the potential spread of the disease. An early citrus anthracnose detection method using 
hyperspectral imaging and machine learning techniques is proposed. The hyperspectral data of sound citrus fruits were first collected and served as healthy 
samples, which were then inoculated with C. gloeosporioides and were further divided into asymptomatic and symptomatic samples. To characterize the global and 
local grayscale differences of the susceptible samples in different band images, the mean spectrum of the region of interest (ROI) of each band image was 
extracted as the global spectral features; moreover, the ROI in each band was segmented into disjointed local regions using the contrast limited adaptive 
histogram equalization and the Otsu thresholding algorithm, where the mean spectrum of the local regions were extracted as the local spectral features, 
respectively. The global and local spectral features were then concatenated into fused spectral features. Finally, the performance of the fused features was 
evaluated using support vector machine (SVM), k-NN and random forest (RF). The results showed that, compared with the conventional spectral feature-based 
methods, the proposed fused spectral features combined with SVM obtained the optimal results, where the average detection accuracy reached 91.97%. 
Furthermore, after applying feature selection using the successive projections algorithm (SPA), the resultant dimensionally-reduced fused spectral features also 
obtained acceptable results, with an average detection accuracy of 91.04%.   

1. Introduction
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The flavour and nutrition of citrus fruit have made them popular a mong consumers and growers worldwide. However, citrus is susceptible to 
fungal diseases such as cyanobacteria, green mould and brown rot in postharvest transport and storage processes. The anthracnose caused by 
Colletotrichum gloeosporioides shows potential high infectiousness, where the delayed onset of rot symptoms caused by such fungal disease is often 
devastating and can lead to significant postharvest losses due to their rapid mitigation of large-scale spread (Zhang & Timmer, 2007). Therefore, 
early and accurate detection of Colletotrichum gloeosporioides in citrus fruit during the post-harvest and shelf storage stage, especially in the 
asymptomatic phase, is beneficial and crucial for both formulating targeted pesticide control strategy and avoiding mitigation of further spread of 
the disease. 

The analysis of disease and symptom severity is extremely important for solving fundamental problems in plant stress biology, and traditionally, 
for crop-specific disease detection, direct detection of plant pathogens has been an effective means. Among serological and nucleic acid-based 
molecular detection methods, the enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay (ELISA) and polymerase chain reaction (PCR) have been widely used 
(Martinelli et al., 2015); these techniques can not only accurately detect diseases with visible spots but also enable early detection when symptoms 
are not visible, for the potential of ELISA and PCR application for early disease diagnosis (Ruiz-Ruiz et al., 2009;Tian et al., 2020). Although 
molecular techniques are sensitive, accurate and effective for symptomatic disease detection, they require tedious, specialized sampling procedures 
and can only be used on a limited number of plants (Saccon et al., 2017;Singh et al., 2020). In recent years, related research sought to achieve non-
destructive detection of fruit diseases with the help of advanced imaging and computer techniques, and many advanced imaging techniques have 
been applied in crop disease detection, such as nuclear magnetic resonance imaging, photoacoustic imaging, and thermal imaging. In particular, 
hyperspectral imaging (HSI) techniques have been widely used in the detection of different plants and diseases through the fusion of spectra and 
images (Babellahi et al., 2020; Ma et al., 2023; Nadimi et al., 2021; Li et al., 2023). Zhang et al. used the second principal component image in 
principal component analysis and the (680/715) band ratio image, combined with a simple threshold method to detect the stem tips of four 
diseases of citrus, and the classification accuracy of healthy and defective citrus reached 96.63 % (Zhang et al., 2020). Lu et al. used hyperspectral 
images to identify two similar diseases, including tea white star disease and anthracnose, and achieved 95.77 % classification accuracy using an 
extreme learning machine model (Lu et al., 2021). In addition to the accurate detection of visible diseases, some studies also focus on the 
evaluation of different severities of diseases. For example, Jiang et al. used the successive projections algorithm and random forest (RF) model to 
detect the severity of different diseases and pests in mangrove leaves (Jiang et al., 2021). Gui et al. graded the detection of soybean mosaic disease 
with different infection degrees (Gui et al., 2021). Although these studies could realize disease detection in the symptomatic stage, asymptomatic 
stage disease detection remains a practical challenge. 

For hyperspectral detection of crop diseases at the asymptomatic stage, some research has focused on finding the spectral wavelengths that 
characterize certain disease specificities in fruit or leaves. For example, Gao et al. identified six significant wavelengths using the least absolute 
shrinkage and selection operators and used least squares support vector machines for the early detection of grape leaf curl disease with 
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physicochemical properties of localised regions in early 

2. Materials and methods

In this paper, combination of the global and local hyperspectral features is proposed to realize the early detection of citrus anthracnose. A
shown in Fig. 1, the main process includes (1) spectral data acquisition, (2) spectral feature extraction, and (3) classification performance 
evaluation. 

2.1. Sample preparation and data collection  

1) Samples.

The test citrus fruit were the South African mandarin, of the Nadorcott variety, and a total of 40 sound fruits with similar maturity and
size were prepared. The fruit were washed with 2 % (v/v) sodium hypochlorite solution for 3 min, rinsed with tap water, air-dried, and stored at
6 ◦C and 80 % relative humidity in a constant temperature and humidity incubator before use.

The test anthracnose fungus was C. gloeosporioides, provided by the Institute of Biotechnology, Zhejiang University, which was pathogenically
isolated from naturally infected citrus anthracnose fruit and transplanted onto potato dextrose agar (PDA) medium, followed by the 
preparation of a suspension at a concentration of approximately 1 × 106 CFU/ml with the aid of a haemocytometer plate for subsequent fungal 
inoculation experiments.  

2) Hyperspectral imaging system.

Fig. 2 shows the HSI system (GaiaField-V10E, Jiangsu Dualix Spectral Imaging Technology Co., Ltd, Wuxi, Jiangsu, China) used to collect the
citrus spectral data, which included a hyperspectral camera and a data acquisition box. The camera model was GaiaFieldPro-V10E with a spectral 
range of 388–1025 nm, a spatial range of 960 × 1040 pixels and a spectral channel number of 360. The data acquisition box consisted of four 50 
W halogen lamps (spectral range of 350–2500 nm) and an adjustable loading platform. In this experiment, the surface of the citrus was 
approximately 68 cm from the camera lens during the acquisition, and the acquisition parameters of the optimal imaging effect were obtained by 
adjusting the exposure time and focal length, in which the forward speed of the motor was 0.46 mm/s and the exposure time was 10.8 ms.  

3) Hyperspectral data collection.

The spherical shape of citrus fruit leads to inhomogeneity of reflected light from the fruit skin in hyperspectral images (Jiang et al., 2016). To 

classification accuracy between 66.67 % and 89.93 % (Gao et al., 2020). Yeh et al. determined a set of spectral bands for differentiating healthy and 
asymptomatic leaves by partial least squares regression to study the development of strawberry leaf anthracnose and obtained a classification 
accuracy of 88 % by stepwise discriminant analysis (Yeh et al., 2016). Ardila et al. performed early detection of anthracnose-infected mangoes 
and achieved an average classification accuracy of 91 % in 29 bands identified by linear discriminant analysis for anthracnose in the 
asymptomatic stage (Ardila et al., 2020). While these studies identified specific bands for early detection, they are still only early studies based on 
spectral features; Some additional research has focused on more specific feature extraction, such as Weng extraction of spectral and texture 
features of the best wavelengths and principal component images. The least squares support vector machine classifier is used to classify healthy, 
infected (asymptomatic and symptomatic) and nutrient-deficient leaves, and the classification accuracy is over 90 % for the different test set 
samples (Weng et al., 2018). Similarly, in the latest study, Xuan et al. extracted not only the spectral features of the region of interest (ROI) but also 
the texture features of the first three principal component images using a greyscale co-occurrence matrix. A partial least squares discriminant 
analysis model was then developed to evaluate the effective wavelengths, texture features and their fusion for early detection of the disease. The 
results showed that the best performance was obtained using the fused dataset with a classification accuracy of 91.4 % compared to the models 
using spectral or texture features alone (Xuan et al., 2022). Most of the current work mainly focused on extracting global spectral features from the 
entire crop image or some selected ROI. It is worth noting that global descriptors are less sensitive to local variation than local descriptors (Sajadi & 
Fathi, 2020), and thus in such case, the spectral differences due to the changes in the 
disease detection might be omitted. Therefore, the combination of global and local features can provide a high degree of discriminatory and 
complementary information, which may further improve the detection accuracy of the crop diseases. 

Although much work has focused on the detection of crop diseases using spectral imaging techniques, these studies mainly focused 
on spectral feature extraction from only the entire crop or the ROI of the hyperspectral data, while the description of the local information of the 
ROI was not considered. The presented work was aimed to extract complementary spectral information of citrus fruit infected 
by C. gloeosporioides from both global and local modalities. The main contributions were as follows: (1) under different bands, the local 
regions were adaptively segmented from the entire ROI using a combination of contrast limited adaptive histogram equalization (CLAHE) 
and the Otsu thresholding algorithm, (2) feature-level fusion was conducted by concatenating the extracted mean spectrum information from 
the entire ROI and local regions, and (3) the detection performance of citrus anthracnose was evaluated using different machine learning 
models.

minimize this optical aberration, the central equatorial region of fruit was selected as the sampling points (Castorena et al., 2015). The 
hyperspectral samples of the 40 sound fruits were collected at 5 sampling points, resulting a total of 200 healthy (H) samples (Fig. 3A). The fruit 
were then scrubbed with 75 % alcohol, rinsed with distilled water and left to air dry. 

The 40 citrus fruits were divided into an experimental group containing 30 fruits and a control group containing 10 fruits. The equatorial 
parts of these fruits were selected to construct sampling points at 120◦ intervals and marked with a marker pen in a circle with a radius of 5 cm, and 
then 20 μL C. gloeosporioides spore suspension was inoculated into the sampling points of the experimental group, while the control group was 
inoculated with sterile water. The hyperspectral samples for each sampling point of the experimental and control groups were captured every 12 h 
(h) after inoculation, lasting eight days (d) and the fruit were stored in an environment of 26 ◦C and 60 % relative humidity after collection.

For the control group, the collected data were served as the control (C) samples. For the experimental group, firstly, the collected
hyperspectral data from the citrus before fungal infestation was served as the healthy (H) samples (Fig. 3A); secondly, for the citrus after fungal



infestation, the whole fungal infestation process was divided into two main stages, i.e., the anthracnose asymptomatic stage and symptomatic 
stage, in terms of the existence of any obvious difference of the citrus epidermis in the experimental group and that in the control group by
experienced experts, where the collected hyperspectral data from the citrus involved in the anthracnose asymptomatic stage and symptomatic 
stage were served as the asymptomatic (A) samples (Fig. 3C) and symptomatic (S) samples (Fig. 3B), respectively. For the entire samples 
collection process, excluding sampling points for inoculation failure, resulting in a total of 1682 hyperspectral samples, including 632 healthy 
samples (200H + 432C), 522 asymptomatic samples and 528 symptomatic samples. The samples obtained were then divided into training, 
validation and test sets according to the principle of stratified folds, with the three data sets accounting for 6:2:2 respectively.

The development of the fungus within 2–8 d is shown in Fig. 4, in which the abscissa indicates the incubation time after inoculation, and 
the ordinate indicates the overall proportion of asymptomatic and symptomatic samples with anthracnose. It can be observed 
that symptomatic samples appeared on the 4th day after inoculation, and 4 d and 5 d were the fastest development period of 
anthracnose, with approximately half of the samples showing spots. On the 8th day, all samples 

To eliminate the effect of dark currents and inhomogeneous illumination on the image, the acquired hyperspectral data were calibrated 
using the minmax normalization formula, and the obtained relative reflectance hyperspectral data can be written as follows: 

RC =
SC − DC

Wc − DC
(1)  

showed symptoms. 

where SC represents the sample raw DN value data, DC represents the data collected against a dark background, and WC represents the data 
collected from a 99 % reflectance whiteboard. 

2.2. Spectral feature extraction 

To reduce the impact of the reflex effect distributed on the citrus surface (Fig. 3) caused by the halogen lamps, and encouraged by the 
experimental setup as reported by Gao et al. (2020), the ROI was extracted from the hyperspectral data with the approximate the circled area 
with a radius about 10 pixels. Subsequently, the hyperspectral data of the ROI were decomposed from the perspective of the spectral 
dimension, and the band images of the ROI under 360 bands were obtained, as shown in Fig. 5. The first column in Fig. 6 shows the band 
images of ROI of different samples under the same band. It can be observed that there is a difference in the overall grey level of different 
samples, which allows for the detection of idiosyncratic samples using the mean spectrum. Moreover, regions with higher grey intensities 
(high greyscale regions) and regions with lower grey intensities (low greyscale regions) can be observed in the band images of ROI. The 
generation of this difference indicates that the objects under the pixel have different abilities to absorb light in that band with different 
intensities, which may be related to the change of the physicalized nature of the measured under that pixel, or it may be due to the ellipsoidal 
shape of the citrus fruit that causes the inhomogeneity of the reflected light in the hyperspectral data. In the early detection of crop diseases, 
small greyscale differences in the 360 band images may occur due to the development of the fungus, and these small local variations might be 
difficult to capture by using only global feature descriptors, which may pose further chal-lenges for early and accurate disease detection. 

To express this differential feature information of the samples, as shown in Fig. 5, for different band images, in addition to extracting the 
conventional mean spectrum of the entire ROI (called global spectral features in this study and denoted as GSFs), a combination of the 
CLAHE and Otsu image thresholding algorithms was used to further segment the ROI into high and low greyscale regions adaptively. The 
histogram equalization could enhance the contrast of the spectral channel images. As shown in Fig. 6, little difference within the original 
image samples from the three categories could be found. Still, the resultant image samples show obvious local grey-level intensity 
distributions after processed by the CLAHE algorithm, which provides more detailed spectral information by re-allocating the grey-level 
intensity within each channel image. As shown in Fig. 6, CLAHE was first used to enhance the contrast of the band images to make the high 
greyscale regions with higher brightness and low greyscale regions with lower brightness in the 
Otsu image thresholding algorithm was applied to the processed band images to determine the image binarization segmentation threshold. 
The binary mask was matched with the original band images to segment the original image of high greyscale and low greyscale regions. 
The mean spectrum of the two local regions under different bands was subsequently extracted as the local spectral features of the high and 
low greyscale regions (denoted HSFs and LSFs in this study, respectively). Finally, the global and local spectral features were concatenated to 
form the fused spectral features characterizing different susceptible samples. The high and low greyscale regions generated by the CLAHE 
and OTSU processing were characterised in the original image, and the results are shown in the fourth and fifth columns of Fig. 6, from 
which it can be seen that the two local regions contain pixels with similar greyscale, respectively. The LSFs and HSFs extracted from these 
two regions can reflect the local greyscale differences in the band images of different samples. Different spectral 

original image more prominent, and then the  

features and their fusions 
were subsequently input into machine learning models to evaluate their classification effects. 

2.3. Optimal wavelengths selection 

The large amount of redundancy and collinearity in hyperspectral data can be detrimental to the computational complexity and 
robustness of the model, and the excessive number of spectral wavelengths is detrimental to practical industrial applications as well. 
Successive projections algorithm (SPA) is an effective hyperspectral feature selection algorithm that could well handle the multicollinearity 
involved in the spectrum and form an informative low-dimensional hyperspectral feature subset with lower computational complexity 
(Liu et al., 2014). Therefore, the SPA was adopted to select the minimum redundant variables for the high-dimensional hyperspectral data. 
The SPA first randomly selects data under one candidate variable to form the initial vector, identifies the next candidate variable with the  
next candidate variable with the largest projection value by comparing the size of the projection on the orthogonal subspace with vectors 
of other candidate variables, then introduces another candidate variable in each iteration through the same projection procedure to form a 
subset of candidate variables, and finally evaluates the subset of candidate variables using the root mean square error (RMSE) of the multiple 
linear regression (MLR) model to remove redundant wavelengths.



Fig. 1. Overview of the procedure schematic for early detection of citrus anthracnose.  

Fig. 2. Hyperspectral imaging system.  



Fig. 3. Experimental citrus fruit with different levels of infection: (A) healthy, (B) symptomatic, (C) asymptomatic.  

Fig. 4. Fungal development at inoculation sites within 2–8 d.  

Fig. 5. Global and local spectral feature extraction.ex



Fig. 6. Local area segmentation for different samples.  

2.4. Classification model construction and validation 

To evaluate the performance of different spectral features for the early detection of diseases, the support vector machine (SVM) (Bonah et al., 
2020;Lu et al., 2020), k-nearest neighbour (k-NN) (Zhang & Ji, 2019;Pan et al., 2019) and RF (Siedliska et al., 2018;Che et al., 2018) were used 
as validation models. SVM is very effective for spectral data with a relatively small amount of data and high dimensions (Jiang et al., 2022;Huang 
et al., 2022). The SVM model selects the path that passes through the largest possible gap between different types of sample points as the 
hyperplane to obtain the best classification effect, and new sample points are classified into a certain class according to a certain face of the 
hyperplane where they fall. The k-NN algorithm usually uses three distance measures including the Manhattan distance, Euclidean distance and 
P-norm distance. Based on the selected distance measure, the K samples closest to the points to be classified are searched in the training dataset,
and a class label is assigned to the new data points through the majority vote of the k-NN model (Pan et al., 2019). RF is an algorithm that
integrates multiple trees through the idea of integrated learning. Its basic unit is the decision tree; when forecasting, each growing tree predicts
its target class in a similar way to a decision tree, and the class that is voted on by the tree the most will become the class suggested by the
classifier (Saha & Manickavasagan, 2021).

The hyperparameters of the classification models used in this study were adjusted using a grid search technique, and the average accuracy of 
the 10-fold-cross-validation of all data in the training and validation sets was used as the evaluation index to obtain the optimal hyperparameters 
of the model for different spectral features. Based on the hyper-parameters for different spectral features, the model was trained using the training 
set and the test set data were used to evaluate the classifi-cation performance of the model. 

Three performance metrics, including the overall accuracy (A), recall rate (R), precision (P) and F1-score, were used to evaluate the perfor-
mance of the classification model as defined in Eqs. (2)–(5). 

A =
TP + TN

TP + FP + TN + FN
(2)  

R =
TP

TP + FN
(3)  

P =
TP

TP + FP
(4)  

F1-score = 2 ×
P × R
P + R

(5)  

where TP indicates the number of samples belonging to the class that were correctly classified into this class, FN indicates the number of 
samples not belonging to the class that were incorrectly classified into this class, TN indicates the number of samples belonging to the class that 
were incorrectly classified into other classes of this class, and FP indicates the number of samples not belonging to the class that were 
correctly classified into other classes of this class. 



3. Results and discussion

3.1. Spectral response curve analysis

To investigate the pattern of anthracnose development over time, the average spectral curves of all samples using GSFs were calculated for 
healthy and infected citrus fruit within 2–8 d after infection, as shown in Fig. 7. It can be noted that healthy samples had higher spectral 
reflectance values in the 550–950 nm spectral range, while symptomatic samples showed a gradual decrease in spectral reflectance with the 
increase of infection days. The decrease in spectral reflectance of symptomatic samples may be because the infestation of C. gloeosporioides 
disrupts the cellular structure of the epidermis, leading to the loss of compounds (e.g., carotenoids and soluble solids) in the sampled region, 
thus exhibiting lower reflectance in the spectral profile, and related studies have shown the existence of bands in the spectra that are 
sensitive to the functional groups of compounds. For example, Xie et al. reported that the spectral band near 750 nm is attributed to the third 
overtone of O–H and the fourth overtone of C–H, which reflect the content of compounds such as soluble solids in citrus (Xie & Lee, 2021). 
The statistical plot of anthracnose development shown in Fig. 4 also explains the pattern of spectral curves, where only a small number of 
citrus changed from asymptomatic to symptomatic within 4 d of successful inoculation with the causative fungus, and the overall trend of 
spectral curves of healthy and fungus-inoculated citrus was similar, but the reflectance of asymptomatic samples in the early stage of disease was 
slightly lower than that of healthy samples due to the reduction in the content of epidermal-related components. Over time, from day 5 
onwards, the number of symptomatic samples increased, and the symptomatic citrus became progressively more severe, with the deepening of 
the black spots causing more light to be absorbed by the sampled area, which in turn led to a significant decrease in the overall spectral curve 
reflectance. In addition, there are some sensitive bands related to specific internal chemical compositions; for example, the band near 970 nm is 
related to the water absorption(Clevers et al., 2008), and that near 680 nm is related to chlorophyll a in the pericarp (Zhang et al., 2020) Thus, 
distinct spectral absorption valleys can be observed near these two bands, and the relevant components exhibit a decrease due to the 
development of anthracnose, which in turn causes the absorption valleys to plateau. 

To investigate the distribution pattern of the spectral curves of samples with different infection degrees, the spectral curves of different 
samples using GSFs were extracted, and the average spectral curves of different samples were calculated, as shown in Fig. 8. The range of 
reflectance variation of healthy, asymptomatic and symptomatic samples increased sequentially, showing a gradual increase in interclass 
variance in the spectra of the three categories of samples. The spectral variability of healthy samples was mainly caused by the difference in 
epidermal composition of different individual citrus fruit, while the spectral variability of asymptomatic and symptomatic samples was 
caused by the different severities of lesions after the fungal infestation of the fruit. Moreover, there are a small number of similar spectral 
profiles between asymptomatic samples and the other two types of samples, and these similar spectra are distributed in the early and late 
asymptomatic stages, with similar spectral responses to healthy and symptomatic early samples, respectively. The samples with similar spectra 
can pose a great challenge for early detection, and the approximate overlap of the spectral curve distribution of such samples also suggests 
that it is not sufficient to accurately distinguish the different samples based on a single sensitive wavelength alone and that better 
classification may be obtained when more bands are analyzed (Gao et al., 2020). 

To explore the differences between the global and local spectral features, the average spectral curves of different samples under different 
spectral features are given as shown in Fig. 9. The average spectral curves of different samples show differences in the average spectral 
reflectance magnitude in different spectral features. The amplitudes of the GSFs of the three categories of samples under different bands are 
between the HSFs and LSFs, where the GSFs have a lower difference in magnitude from the LSFs than from the HSFs, while there is a more 
obvious magnitude shift from the HSFs, which may be the reason why the HSFs represent the high-brightness region of the band image, as 
shown in Fig. 6. After the local area segmentation process, the low greyscale regions occupy most of the pixels of the entire ROI, and the 
resulting extracted mean spectrum has a lower difference in magnitude from the GSFs, while the high greyscale regions consist of only a small 
number of pixels and have a higher difference in magnitude from the GSFs, which indicates that the combination of HSFs and GSFs with 
greater spectral signature differences may be more favourable for pattern classification. Moreover, it can be noted that the interclass 
variance of different samples is smaller in the GSFs and LSFs at the 400–530 nm band, while the HSFs provide a larger interclass variance, 
which also indicates that the HSFs may be more favourable for the classification of three patterns. 

3.2. Early detection of citrus anthracnose based on fused spectral features 

3.2.1. Classification based on the full spectra 
To investigate the effects of global and local spectral features on the early detection of citrus anthracnose, SVM, k-NN and RF models were 

used to classify healthy, asymptomatic and symptomatic samples, and their 10-fold-cross-validation results using training and validation sets are 
shown in Table 1, where the average classification accuracy for the three types of samples are given. Furthermore, for all the following 
experiments, the optimal setting of the number (the parameter k) of nearest neighbours involved in the k-NN algorithm was carried out 
using a 10-fold cross-validation procedure and the training dataset. 

As shown in Table 1, the classification performance of the SVM and RF models is better than that of the k-NN model for different spectral 
features, The possible reason is that the k-NN model directly makes the determination of category attribution by finding the k training samples 
closest to the test sample points in the hypothesis space, while in early disease detection, the existence of similar spectra between different 
categories of samples mentioned in Section 3.1, which are similarly distributed in the hypothesis space of the k-NN model, leads to the lower

classification accuracy obtained by the k-NN model. In contrast, the SVM and RF models change the distribution of samples in the hypothesis 
space by means of kernel function mapping and pruning of each tree feature, respectively, which has the probability of making the samples 
obtain a greater separation from each other, which will help reduce the difficulty of classification. From the classification results of the SVM and 
RF models, we can see that the classification performance of the model is further improved by fusing global and local spectral features 
compared with the traditional GSFs-based approach, and the more significant classification performance improvement is with the increase in 
local spectral features. Although the two classifiers show similar classification performance for different spectral features, the classification 
performance improvement of the SVM model is more significant, which is consistent with the better classification results achieved by the SVM 
model when using the SVM and RF models for the early detection of mango anthracnose, as reported by Ardila et al. (2020). The reason for this 
phenomenon may be that the application of the kernel function of the SVM model allows it to handle high-dimensional data relatively well. 



Fig. 7. Average spectral curves of healthy and different infection time samples.  

Fig. 8. Spectral curves of samples with different infection degrees: (A) healthy, (B) asymptomatic, (C) symptomatic, (D) spectral curve distribution of the three types 

of samples. 



To further evaluate the influence of the fused spectral features on pattern classification, based on the test data. Moreover, to evaluate the 
run-time complexity of the combination of different feature extraction procedures and machine learning models, the average elapsed time of 10 
independent runs of each combination was calculated. Table 2 shows the classification performance for the SVM, k-NN and RF models using 
different spectral features and Fig. 10 shows the classification results in the SVM model using GSFs and GSFs + LSFs + HSFs. For the three 
classification models, the F1-score for each class of samples can reflect the performance of early detection. As shown in Table 2, when GSFs +
LSFs + HSFs were used, the F1-score for three classes of samples significantly outperformed the conventional GSFs-based method. The 
overall F1-score for the three classes of samples performed best in the SVM model, managing to reach 95.35 %, 87.25 % and 93.40 % 
respectively. As shown in Fig. 10, when using the SVM model, it can be seen that healthy and symptomatic samples can be accurately 
distinguished by different spectral features. For both healthy and asymptomatic samples, many samples would be misclassified if only

As shown in Table 1, all three different models showed similar classification patterns for different spectral features, with the overall 
classification accuracy of the models improving as the number of features increased. When using GSFs, the SVM model has produced the best 
classification results, where the average classification accuracy is 89.89 %. When the local spectral features are added to the GSFs, the 
classification performance of the model using HSFs is better than that using LSFs. The average classification accuracy of GSFs + HSFs in the SVM 
model is 90.93 %, which is consistent with the assumption that HSFs are more beneficial to the classification of three patterns given in Section 
3.1. When the GSFs are applied with both the LSFs and HSFs at the same time, it can reflect the spectral features of the global area and local 
details of the sampling area. Different local spectral features explain the differences in the local areas of different samples in different band 
images, which makes the learning model show better classification performance in a higher-dimensional hypothetical space, with an average 
classification accuracy of 91.97 %, which can more effectively classify the three images of samples.

Fig. 9. Average spectral curves of the three types of samples with different spectral features: (A) GSFs, (B) LSFs, (C) HSFs.HS

Table 1 
Cross validation results using different spectral features for the SVM, k-NN and RF models based on full spectra.  

Spectral features Model 

SVM k-NN RF 

GSFs 0.8989 ± 0.0274 0.8796 ±
0.0318 

0.8952 ±
0.0262 

GSFs þ LSFs 0.9086 ± 0.0296 0.8819 ±
0.0207 

0.8991 ±
0.0274 

GSFs þ HSFs 0.9093 ± 0.0166 0.8859 ±
0.0293 

0.9011 ±
0.0253 

GSFs þ LSFs þ HSFs 0.9197 ± 
0.0211 

0.9019 ±
0.0292 

0.9026 ±
0.0263  

traditional GSFs were used. However, when GSFs are fused with local spectral features, the misclassification is greatly improved and the 
model has much higher recall and accuracy for both healthy and asymptomatic classes. The relatively high error correlation between the 
two patterns for asymptomatic and symptomatic samples may be attributed to the presence of samples with similar spectra. Samples 
distributed between late asymptomatic and early symptomatic had no obvious symptoms or mild early symptoms, but their spectral features
did not differ significantly in most bands, which leads to the inaccurate classification of trained models. As indicated in Table 2, the runtime 
complexity of the presented spectral feature extraction procedure, i.e., the spectral features termed by “GSFs + LSFs + HSFs”, could still 
guarantee similar calculation complexity compared to the conventional spectral features. In brief, the experimental results demonstrate that 
the fusion of global and local spectral features could provide complementary information between different feature representations. 
Specifically, compared to the feature representation using only the conventional GSFs, the addition of local spectral feature, i.e., LSFs and 
HSFs, aided to compensate for the spectral distribution of different local image channels, and thus more accurate detection result of citrus 
anthracnose was obtained. 



Table 2 
Classification performance for the SVM, k-NN and RF models using different spectral features.  

Model Spectral features Accuracy  Precision Recall rate F1-score Time (s) 

SVM GSFs 0.8902 H  0.8955  0.9449  0.9195 1.2185 
A  0.8602  0.7692  0.8122 
S  0.9091  0.9434  0.9259 

GSFs þ LSFs þ HSFs 0.9228 H  0.9389  0.9685  0.9535 1.6402 
A  0.8900  0.8558  0.8725 
S  0.9340  0.9340  0.9340 

k-NN GSFs 0.8724 H  0.8797  0.9213  0.9000 0.1094 
A  0.8081  0.7692  0.7882 
S  0.9238  0.9151  0.9194 

GSFs þ LSFs þ HSFs 0.9021 H  0.8750  0.9921  0.9299 0.3334 
A  0.8989  0.7692  0.8290 
S  0.9423  0.9245  0.9333 

RF GSFs 0.8932 H  0.9044  0.9685  0.9354 0.578 
A  0.8586  0.8173  0.8374 
S  0.9118  0.8774  0.8942 

GSFs þ LSFs þ HSFs 0.9139 H  0.9370  0.9370  0.9370 0.9685 
A  0.8440  0.8846  0.8638 
S  0.9604  0.9151  0.9372  

Fig. 10. Confusion matrix of SVM classification results using different spectral features: (A) GSFs, (B) GSFs + LSFs + HSHSFs.

3.2.2. Classification based on spectra of selected optimal wavelengths 
SPA as a forward variable selection method has been widely used in optimal wavelengths selection (Chen et al., 2022;Gao & Xu, 2022;Xu et al., 

2022). In this study, the SPA procedure was used to process a matrix of GSFs based on full spectra composed of all samples, and as shown in Fig. 11, 
a minimum number of 15 wavelengths were obtained without significantly reducing the RMSE, which were located at 456, 517, 531, 542, 552, 576, 
608, 631, 652, 675, 690, 728, 909, 934, and 971 nm. These sets of wavelengths with minimal collinearity were subsequently used to extract HSFs 
and LSFs at the corresponding wavelengths, and the fused spectral features of different samples at the optimal wavelengths were formed by 
concatenating the feature layers. In the analysis based on full spectra, superior classification perfor-mance was obtained by fusing global and local 
spectral features than the conventional GSFs-based method. The classification performance of the three models was subsequently evaluated based on 
different spectral features at optimal wavelengths, and the cross-validation results are shown in Table 3. As can be seen from the table, using GSFs + 
LSFs + HSFs, the SVM and RF models still manage to show better classification performance than the k-NN model. In the SVM model using GSFs + 
LSFs + HSFs, the average classification accuracy was 91.04 %, an improvement of 3.01 % compared to the conventional GSFs-based method. The 
reduction in spectral wavelengths leads to a reduction in sample features, which often affects the classification performance of the model. For 
example, when using GSFs and GSFs + L SFs + HSFs based on the optimal wavelengths, the classification performance of the SVM model is inferior 
to that based on the full spectra, but it is worth noting that when using GSFs + L SFs + HSFs at optimal wavelengths, GSFs at optimal wavelengths 
are obtained, which also complemented the local information of LSFs and HSFs under these bands and obtained superior classification performance 
in the SVM model than using conventional GSFs, whether based on the full spectra or the spectra of optimal wavelengths. This demonstrates that the 
method achieves a high classification accuracy while reducing the number of wavelengths, which is substantial for practical industrial applications.



Fig. 11. Optimal wavelength selection using SPA: (A) number of optimal candidate variables base on RMSE of the MLR, (B) distribution of optimal wavelengths.  

Table 3 
Cross validation results using different spectral features in three models based on optimal wavelengths.  

Spectral features Model 

SVM k-NN RF 

GSFs 0.8803 ± 0.0294 0.8892 ±
0.0301 

0.8926 ±
0.0324 

GSFs þ LSFs 0.8967 ± 0.0315 0.8945 ±
0.0296 

0.9004 ±
0.0222 

GSFs þ HSFs 0.8981 ± 0.0257 0.9071 ±
0.0271 

0.9019 ±
0.0249 

GSFs þ LSFs þ HSFs 0.9104 ± 
0.0165 

0.9041 ±
0.0257 

0.9063 ±
0.0267  

4. Conclusion

In this study, an effective and efficient method for early detection of citrus anthracnose using HSI and machine learning techniques was
proposed. The proposed spectral feature extraction procedure aims to extract the different local spectra from the bright and dark regions of the 
ROI within each band image, which provides some complementary information for the conventional mean spectrum of the global ROI. The 
fused spectral features obtained by concatenating the local spectral features and the conventional global spectral features of the ROI could 
obtain better results for the early detection of citrus anthracnose. Compared with the k-NN and RF classifiers, the extracted full fused 
spectral features combined with the SVM classifier performed better in the early detection of citrus anthracnose, where the resultant average 
detection accuracy reached 91.97%. Moreover, the dimensionally-reduced fused spectral features by SPA also obtained acceptable detection 
results while combining the SVM classifier, where the average detection accuracy was 91.04%. 
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