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David Smith (Robert Gordon University) 

This is a good, novel way of testing evolutionary psychology predictions relating to mate competition. The 

authors have managed to find a means of doing this as field work, looking at a large amount of data produced 

outside the confines of a lab. They interpret it well and add substantially to the literature on intrasexual 

competition. And while I would have liked to see more discussion about how culture potentially exacerbates 

the likelihood of men and women being shamed as they are here, or indeed the value of a man being 

influenced by his ability to provide, they tie it to the mate selection framework excellently. 
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