
REID, P., PIRIE, E. and IRONSIDE, R. 2024. Telling the story, of telling the story ... of telling the story. Presented at the 
"Telling the story, of telling the story ... of telling the story" workshop, 29 May 2024, Aberdeen, UK. 

 
 
 
 

The CC BY licence applied to these slides covers only the authors' own text and images. Any third-
party materials remain under their original terms of use and permissions should be sought from the 
relevant copyright owner. 

This document was downloaded from 
https://openair.rgu.ac.uk 

Telling the story, of telling the story ... of telling 
the story. 

REID, P., PIRIE, E. and IRONSIDE, R. 

2024 



Tellng the Story of 
Telling the Story oF
Telling the Story……..

Professor Peter reid
Dr Elliot Pirie

Dr Rachael Ironside



and the illicit whisky still: 
telling the story of telling stories

Professor Peter reid
Dr Elliot Pirie

Dr Rachael Ironside



The Cabrach
For all the dinners are cooked; the plates and cups washed; 
the children sent to school and gone out into the world. 
Nothing remains of it all. All has vanished. No biography or 
history has a word to say about it. All these infinitely obscure 
lives remain to be recorded.

Virginia Woolf.  1929.





Our Vision
Our vision is to regenerate the 

Cabrach as a thriving, 

sustainable community with its 

history, heritage and place in 

Scottish history celebrated and 

shared by all.

Our Mission
Our Mission is to inspire, educate 

and engage visitors and revitalise 

the Cabrach community with a 

sense of place, pride and 

belonging.

Vision & Mission



MEETING DATE PARTICIPANTS RESEARCHERS THEMES
Scoping Meeting 22/06/22 Colin Mackenzie (CM)

Alan Winchester (AW)
Sam Dowdall (SD)

Peter Reid

Workshop 1 27/09/22 Jonathan Christie (JC)
Colin Mackenzie 
Alan Winchester

Peter Reid
Elliot Pirie

• Identification of themes 

Workshop 2 28/10/22 Colin Mackenzie
Alan Winchester

Peter Reid
Elliot Pirie
Rachael Ironside

• Uniqueness of the place
• Melancholy & emotions
• Contrast 

• Landlocked island
Workshop 3 28/11/22* Colin Mackenzie

Alan Winchester
Peter Reid
Rachael Ironside

• Sustainability
• Critical incidents
• People

Workshop 4 17/02/23 Colin Mackenzie
Alan Winchester

Peter Reid
Elliot Pirie

• Curation 
• Use

Summary 
meeting

22/02/23 Jonathan Christie
Sam Dowdall

Peter Reid

* Zoom owning to heavy snow





RESEARCH 
PHILOSOPHIES

METHODOLOGICAL
APPROACHES&



This study was epistemological in 
philosophy. Essentially, the research deals 
with the theory of knowledge and how that 
knowledge is gathered and understood.  The 
research was about the shape of knowledge 
and its understanding; it was not, however, 
an exercise in oral history in the classic sense 
in that it did not seek to gather testimony 
from those who had encountered events or 
circumstances or experiences first-hand.  



Social epistemology has paid little attention to oral historiography as a source of expert insight.  
(Kenyon, 2016).  

The approach is not without potential issues, particularly that expert oral historians treat 
testimony with a default trust, suggesting an epistemic warrant for the acceptance of testimony 
even when independent supporting evidence is unavailable.  (Coady, 1992).

The exploration of expert-generated heritage 
storytelling has highlighted that such experts 
can act as ‘gatekeepers [and] their reviews, 
reports and studies can be influential as they 
can legitimize and raise awareness about 
ICH elements and bearer communities’. 
(Rinallo, 2020)



Workshop lasted approximately two-
and-a-half hours and were the in-depth 
conversations with Colin Mackenzie and 
Alan Winchester and focused on themes 
identified in workshop one. 

Conversational workshops which were free 
flowing but with the odd tangent investigated.  
Probing questions were used, but sparingly; 
MacKenzie & Winchester were left to discuss 
what they wanted to talk about within the 
context of the thematic framework.



Issues of bias & authority 

Mackenzie and Winchester are very close to the topic 
and know the subject thoroughly;  
Involvement and Detachment Theory (Elias (1939, 
1956, 1987), and Turner and Pirie (2016));

The authority (involvement) of Reid and the 
potential of this to result in his own bias due to his 
attachment to the area or for specific details being 
under analysed due to the implicit understanding he, 
Mackenzie and Winchester had of the subject was 
mitigated by the contextual naivety (detachment) of 
the Pirie and Ironside who had no specific knowledge 
of the Cabrach prior to the research. This allowed 
their questioning to mitigate against potential bias in 
the research, by asking pertinent ‘so what?’ questions.



THE METHODOLOGICAL CHALLENGES



STORY OF WHISKY | PEOPLE | LANDSCAPE | EMOTIONAL CONNECTION

OVER-ARCHING THEMES



The Cabrach is a place of juxtaposition – harsh & 
peaceful, storms and stillness, togetherness, and 
isolation (JC).

‘The uniqueness of the place and its setting is really 
important.  It’s really unique across Scotland, not 
just the North-East, and we need to show that’.  
(AW)

‘It is the microcosm of the complete [whisky] 
story… its unique, with a beginning, middle and 
defined end when it petered out’. (CM).



The landscape is littered with transient bothies 
and stills which were part of the [distilling] 
process.  The landscape is the story, and the story 
has to be told in the landscape, out there, not 
just in a visitor centre.  (CM).

I actually went last week with a Canadian visitor 
to see a whisky bothy.  It was failing light. It was 
misty. But, my goodness, you got the 
atmospheric feel of the Cabrach, which is so 
much about the place of it.  You sensed the 
adversity of the place. (AW)



‘You're often only getting a 
snapshot of what life was like, 
we've got a very limited number 
of sources [in which] these stories 
appear in. We're only getting 
limited numbers, bits and pieces, 
aspects of life being talked about’. 
(CM)



‘I was always told that my great-great-uncle was the head 
of the gang at the time,’ she said. ‘We were the 
“freebooters” who took the whisky to Aberdeen to sell in 
the pubs.  Stories about their adventures were passed 
down by my family. My great-great-grandfather had a 
white stallion and, when the excisemen were billeted 
locally, he would ride his white horse, alerting everyone 
that the excisemen were there, so that the whisky 
smugglers could go to ground. The ‘freebooters’ used 
imaginative tactics to outwit the excisemen, she added. I 
was also told that, one time, the excisemen were trying to 
catch the smugglers and had set up barricades all around 
Aberdeen.  My great-great-uncle hired a horse-drawn 
hearse and loaded the coffin with whisky. When he 
reached the excisemen, they all took off their hats as a 
mark of respect for the dead – and the whisky went 
through.’ (Woodard, 2019).



‘A poor soul caught smuggling’ 
(AW)















‘It is about cultural stories – not just whisky and history – and how the 
community moves forward. Cabrach Trust is leading on a community agenda of 
development, a social enterprise like no other, a multi-million-pound enterprise 
for a distillery and, therefore, ultimately sustainable.  It’s all about renewal and 
sustainability’. (JC)





A perfect example of collaborative and inter-disciplinary 
School of Creative and Cultural Business 

research

Cultural heritage | storytelling | economic development | 
digital | branding and marketing | regional engagement
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