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Abstract 
Graduate apprenticeships (GAs) in Scotland were designed with a specific intention to meet the future skill 
needs of the Scottish economy. Working with Scottish employers, the funding body (Skills Development 
Scotland) produced a meta-skills framework which aimed to underpin both course content and pedagogy. 
The ultimate aim of the framework was that graduates of GA courses would be sufficiently prepared to 
tackle the ‘grand challenges’ inherent in Scotland’s future economic landscape as well as being sufficiently 
skilled to take their own careers forward into an ever more complex future beyond graduation. 
This research showcase presentation will explore how Aberdeen Business School (Robert Gordon 
University) has embedded both the delivery and assessment of the meta-skills framework within its 
Graduate Apprenticeship degrees in both Business Management and Accounting. The presentation will 
focus on how effective pedagogy can help prepare graduates for a volatile, unknown, and increasingly 
global future.  We will focus on the theory of evaluative judgement, in considering how students can be 
developed not only to deliver quality work-based evidence but to assess the quality of their work and the 
work of others into a future long beyond graduation.   
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Meta Skills for a Meta -World: Erica Cargill, Robert Gordon
University

The Graduate Appren�ceship Context

• GAs designed to meet the future
skills needs of the Sco�sh
Economy

• Prepara�on for a VUCA future
• Meta-skills framework developed
• Underpins pedagogy and

assessment prac�ce across GA
provision.
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Signature pedagogies o f Work تntegrated  Learn ing
Lillis and Bravenboer (2020).

Authentic Assessment, Sustainable Assessment and
Evaluative Judgement

Fischer, Bearman, Boud, and Tai, (2023)

• Sus ta ina ble  Asse ssm e nt - a sse ssm e nt tha t m e e ts  the
ne e ds  of the  pre se nt a nd [a lso] pre pa re s  s tude nts  to
m e e t the ir own future  le a rning ne e ds  (Boud, 2000, 151).

• Authe ntic a sse ssm e nt (Ashford Rowe  a t a l., 2014).
4 dim e ns ions :

• Activitie s  tha t re Њe ct a ctua l pe rform a nce
• Cognitive ly cha lle nging
• Re Њe xive
• Re cognise  qua lity of work

• Eva lua tive  Judge m e nt is  the  ca pa bility to m a ke
de cis ions  a bout the  qua lity of work of se lf a nd othe rs
(Ta i e t a l., 2018)

Th e o r e t ica l Un de r p in n in g
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1. The  workpla ce  e nvironm e nt a s  a  le gitim a te  a nd
the  prim a ry s ite  of le a rning;

2. Ne gotia te d le a rning obje ctive s - a  Υtria dicΧ
le a rning e nde a vour;

3. Re cognition of prior le a rning a s  a  pla tform  for
profe ss iona l de ve lopm e nt;

4. Progra m m e  pla nning us ing le a rning a gre e m e nts
or contra cts ;

5. Re Њe ctive  pra ctice  a s  a  core  profe ss iona l
ca pa bility

6. Fle xibility a s  to Υpa ce , pla ce  a nd m ode Χ of le a rning,
fa vouring ble nde d a pproa che s ;

7. Va lid a nd a ppropria te  m e thods  of a sse ssm e nt
tha t re Њe ct working pra ctice s .

Using e-por�olio for applica�on of theory
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ΥWhen staت r ted this degree, hadت never heard of meta -skills . rememberت
being introduced to them and not paying much attention . How na–ve ت
was as meta -skills a re the bloodline going through this degree . Paying
a ttention and developing my meta -skills has changed me as a person,
how amت at work and how approachت problems .Χ
(GABusiness Management student)

Lea rn ing a t Work

Persona l Deve lopm ent

Making Connections
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