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COIL@UArctic Project Aims:

• To promote and enable wider engagement with COIL (Collaborative Online 
International Learning) approaches as part of UArctic’s future-focussed, 
globally connected, virtual learning strategy.

• To focus on COIL topics related to biodiversity and the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) for the well-being of people and the planet.

• To enhance student employability within the Arctic region through the 
development of inter-disciplinary, digital, and transversal skill 
development using COIL.

• To democratise student mobility and strengthen internationalisation at 
home through the expansion of COIL knowledge and opportunities across 
the Arctic region, with an emphasis on Indigenous community 
participation.



• COIL Network, Profiles, Matching

• COIL Resources, Tool Kit, Discussion Fora

• Finnish Biodiversity Education Materials 

• COIL Workshops, SDG Topics, Case Studies

• UArctic - University of the Arctic - Thematic Network on 

Collaborative Online International Learning and Biodiversity 

Education across the Arctic Circle (COIL@UArctic)

• COIL@UArctic | RGU

• Partnering with Indigenous students, communities and institutions | 

RGU

COIL@UArctic Deliverables:

https://www.uarctic.org/activities/thematic-networks/collaborative-online-international-learning-and-biodiversity-education-across-the-arctic-circle-coil-uarctic/
https://www.uarctic.org/activities/thematic-networks/collaborative-online-international-learning-and-biodiversity-education-across-the-arctic-circle-coil-uarctic/
https://www.uarctic.org/activities/thematic-networks/collaborative-online-international-learning-and-biodiversity-education-across-the-arctic-circle-coil-uarctic/
https://www.rgu.ac.uk/coil-uarctic
https://www.rgu.ac.uk/coil-uarctic/partnering-with-indigenous-students-communities-and-institutions
https://www.rgu.ac.uk/coil-uarctic/partnering-with-indigenous-students-communities-and-institutions


• Project 

• Purpose

• Requirements

• Duration

COIL@UArctic Indigenous Consultancy: Brief



Heather Sauyaq Jean Kwamboka Gordon, 

PhD (Iñupiaq)   

Homer, Alaska, United States

“Honoring my ancestors while building bridges 

for future generations. Indigenous relative, 

advocate, knowledge translator, researcher, 

public speaker, science diplomat, boundary 

spanner, professor.”

https://sites.google.com/view/sauyaqsolutions/home

COIL@UArctic Indigenous Consultant:

https://sites.google.com/view/sauyaqsolutions/home


Introduction to Indigenous Peoples

• Definitions

• Indigenous Peoples

• Indigenous Languages and Lands 

• Indigenous Communities

• Indigenous Knowledge

• Colonization and Settler Colonialism

• Indigenous Sovereignty and Rights of Indigenous Peoples

• Regional Colonial Policy Context

• General Understanding of History, Culture, and Indigenous Knowledge

• Academic Considerations

• Reading List

COIL@UArctic Indigenous Consultancy: Output



Ethical Considerations

• Building Ethical Partnership

• Co-production of Knowledge (CPK)

• Ethical Research

• Ethical Knowledge Sharing and Data Sovereignty

• Verbal Communication and Language

• Written Style Guides

COIL@UArctic Indigenous Consultancy: Output



"As an Inupiaq Indigenous person hearing stories my whole life of how outsiders coming to 

our communities have caused us harm--colonization, research abuses, boarding school--

outsiders want to assimilate us into their ways of living and knowing while never: listening 

to us, valuing our way of life, or our ways of knowing. The COIL program offers an 

opportunity for respectful learning from one another, engaging in reciprocity, relationship 

building, and so much more. These relationships between youth and in spaces of learning 

build a new future of how Indigenous and outside communities interact, build knowledge 

based on two-eyed seeing to inform decision-making, and open up space for understanding 

who we are, our ways of knowing, being, valuing, and living in kinship with the world."

COIL@UArctic Indigenous Consultant Reflections:



Learning for the Future:

• Involve consultant from the start

• Set a realistic budget

• Provide a clear brief and support

• Regular meetings and communication

• Be flexible and adaptable

• Share knowledge widely

• Ongoing review and enhancement

COIL@UArctic Indigenous Consultancy:



Visit our website and get in touch!
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