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Rough Justice?

Information access and environmental justice relating to two
controversial coastal developments in North-east Scotland
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Graeme Baxter
Department of Information Management
Aberdeen Business School
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Environmental Justice

‘Fairness in the distribution of the factors affecting
environmental quality (both good and bad)’

AND

‘Fairness in providing the information and opportunities
necessary for people to participate in decisions about their
environment’

(Scottish Executive Environment Group, 2005)
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In Scotland...

SCOTTISH STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

2004 No. 520
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION

I m p I emen ted t h rou g h t h e Environmenta I The Environmental Information (Scotland) Regulations 2004
Information (Scotland) Regulations 2004

Freedom of Infrrmation ( Scotland) Act 2002 {agp 13}

Came into force on 1 January 2005 :

v Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002
;' 2002 asp 13

17. CONTENTS

The same day as the Freedom of 0o
Information (Scotland) Act 2002 o= -

20 R of rofusal clc.
21 Review by Scatish public autherity
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Location of the Two Developments
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“Gas versus Geese”: the Terminal Development

Proposal to build terminal at Crimond
announced by British Gas Council and
Total in Nov 1972

Airfield adjacent to the Loch of
Strathbeg

Britain’s largest coastal dune lake,
recently designated a SSSI

FRIDAY, st I ECEM IBII 1972 Registered 4p.

URV EY CRIMOND UNDER PRESSURE

RJ\ 1\ I)‘l,nd \1 ger of Tot 1 1\| Gl
is week for a gas

Internationally important site for
wintering wildfowl

RSPB in the process of securing land
around the loch for a nature reserve

MOD already had clearance to bhuild a
radio station on airfield
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Public ‘Consultation’ on Crimond Gas Terminal: Dec 1972

“Outline planning permission was
sought on the sketchiest of information”

(Dunnet, 1974)

“The planning application is in the most
outline of outline form”

(Scottish Development Department
official, Nov 1972; SEP 4/2370)

Source: Scottish Ornithologists’ Club Archives
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North East Environmental Liaison Group
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April 1973: Alternative Terminal Site Found at St. Fergus

A less environmentally sensitive site

But developers refused to concede victory
to the environmentalists - only cited MOD’s
radio station plans

Oct 1973: Planning permission for St
Fergus granted, subject to conditions,
including ‘reinstatement’ of foreshore and
dunes

First ‘proper’ environmental impact
assessment not conducted until 1977 (by
Cremer & Warner, for Banff & Buchan
District Council)

000,000

d buy
Aberdeen
hpany

thelr N.E. p]ans

STRATHBEG IS SAVED

tvpme eows resr TR 3 am

[

St. Fergus faces
golden future
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Dunes Management Committee Formed

An ‘offshoot’ of NE Environmental Liaison Group

Representatives of developers/operators,
council, Aberdeen University, and conservation
groups

Terminal expanded, and additional pipelines
laid, throughout 1980s and 1990s

1988: Replaced by St Fergus Dunes Management
Commiittee

1998: Renamed as St Fergus Coastal
Environment Committee

Monitored wildlife, vegetation, soil, drainage,
etc.

U I
COASTALEENVIRONMENT

-

'WENTY FIVE YEARS OF CARING FOR 1
A VERY SPECIAL ENVIRONMEN'T
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St Fergus: Has Environmental Justice Been Done?

Dunes reinstatement generally TERNS FOR THE BETTER
successful

ACTION BY DAVID TOMLINSON

Terminal complex became a haven for
ground-nesting birds

Terminal operators have won various
environmental awards

Information on environmental
performance publicly available
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“Livelihoods Before Liverwort”: Trump’s Golf Resort

Mar 2006: Trump announces plans to build ‘the
greatest golf course in the world’

ontpage L35t Updat March 2006, 10:55 1:55 UK
orfd B E-mailthis to a friend @ printable version

UK Trump tees up golf centre pro;ect
England

£1bn project, to include two championship - m
courses, 5-star hotel, and housing ’

| reaction from golfer

go|f|ng centre in
ales  Aberdeenshire.

The development could bring
Om to the loca\ eco’wc’ry
r the next decade, cre

But part to be built on a SSSI, including a
dynamic, shifting dune system

K ed the move, but
ttish Natural He tage (SNH) stressed the loc cal
intryside would have to be protected

Mr Trump's company scoured Europe looking for a suitable
Magazine  yenye for the golf courses.

Rejected by Aberdeenshire Council’s
Infrastructure Services Committee in Nov 2007

But days later ‘called in’ by Scottish Government,
who granted outline planning permission in Nov
2008 after a public inquiry

First course opened in Jul 2012, but rest of
resort now abandoned because Trump objects to
plans for a nearby offshore windfarm

Image: Ramblers Scotland
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Trump’s Golf Resort: Environmental Impact Assessment

- Statutory requirement for ElAs introduced with the
Environmental Impact Assessment (Scotland)
Regulations 1988

- 316-page EIA (plus appendices), publicly available
online, and at libraries and council offices.

« Acknowledged that there would be “significant
adverse changes” to the SSSI, but promised
various “mitigation measures” to “maintain and
enhance as much natural interest as possible”

Trump:
- “Because we are stabilising the land, the

environment will be much superior when we are
finished” (Scotsman, 9 Oct 2007)
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2008 Public Inquiry

= OQutline planning permission granted, subject to
46 conditions, including:

O

o O O O O

agreed methods of stabilising dunes

safeguarding foraging routes of otters and badgers
management scheme for pink-footed geese
provisions for bats and barn owls in built elements
scheme for monitoring local water quality

appointment of Ecological Clerk of Works to monitor
course construction work

= Noted an existing agreement between Trump and
Aberdeenshire Council to create a Menie (Links)
Environmental Management Advisory Group
(MEMAG), which would provide advice on:

O

O
O
O

environmental management ‘best practice’
monitoring the local environment
minimising unanticipated adverse changes
complying fully with planning conditions

CTast TS for P INg B ST R P A ppaal

Repart to tha Scottish Minlsters

TOWH AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Flegerl by Jmmas MoCulece, Karse Hapeond snd Miches] Coniife, fepofien sppoinied by the
Sootiah Wimsiens

wancE CIMIREEA

v lare o Marvs Houss, Baimecis, Absrds sy

o APPROOSHE0S for cuine planfing parmision deted 7 hovermbar 2008
Abmiziasteia Coured by fofics datert 4 Dacarrbt 2007

A Thas Courtyt Calarcier Duviree Park. Falldre FRL
EE ot i e N ﬁz _(}_ @ 4]
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Menie: Has Environmental Justice Been Done? (1)

- Ecological Clerk of Works (ECoW): 21 site visit
reports, Dec 2009 to Jun 2012

= All available on Aberdeenshire Council website
(but not until Nov 2012?)

- TIGLS largely compliant with planning
requirements

- Some opponents sceptical of ECoW’s
impartiality

« Final report suggested that Council and
MEMAG deal with ecological issues during golf
course’s operational phase

uuuuuuuu

Ti D
““Qéer%re @

TRUMP INTERNATIONAL GOLF LINKS SCOTLAND ?(
ECoW SITE VISIT REPORT 1
Dates of vists:
2.15/12/09
ECoW rames: 1. Kathy Dale (KD) and Olia Bums (O8)
2. Jackde Webiey (W) anc Olia Bums
Contactor represantative:  Lan Glbert (1G), Moray Landscanes (ML) Conacts Marager
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Menie: Has Environmental Justice Been Done? (2)

MEMAG: representatives of Trump Organisation, ST T T ]
Aberdeenshire Council, Belhelvie Community Council, EuemngExpress

Scottish Natural Heritage and Scottish Environment Aiter siX years, planning viranoles and a public
IIIIIIIIN ‘Trumn ;éiream oIf c‘oursevlslmallv w

Protection Agency
Dec 2009: MEMAG meet for first time

By May 2012: MEMAG minutes note that absence of Trump
representation at recent meetings was “unfortunate”

Jun 2012: Trump representative claims Menie site has

received “glowing reports” from MEMAG
Jan 2013: MEMAG meet for the last time

berdeen
By Aug 2013: all minutes removed from MEMAG website /AVoice

By Feb 2014: MEMAG website had disappeared
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Impact of Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 and

Environmental Information (Scotland) Regulations 2004

Scottish Information Commissioner
highlighted the “wealth of information”
relating to Trump’s resort released under FOI
in 2008

But 20% of these were subject to significant
redaction

SIC has conducted six investigations into FOI
or EIR applications relating to golf resort -
each found that public bodies had failed to
comply fully with legislation

Author has recently made an appeal to SIC

JILERL]

-] ROBERT GORDON

. UNIVERSITY ABERDEEN




Environmental Information and Justice:

Now More Readily Attainable?

- At planning application stage, information on the '
potential environmental impact of Trump’s golf i
course was more forthcoming, compared with
that from Gas Council and Total in 1970s

- During and after construction stage, information
on Trump’s golf course meeting environmental
planning conditions has been less forthcoming,
compared with St Fergus terminal 40 years ago

= Questions about the actual environmental impact
of ‘the greatest golf course in the world’ remain
unanswered

Image: SNH
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Thank You...

Image: Animal Spot
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