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During the course of undertaking local evaluation 
within the PORTIS project in Aberdeen our 
experience suggested that - In order lo develop a 
much deeper understanding of cause and effect In 
re lation to walking within the ci ty - we would need 
to collect additional qualitallve data pertaining to 
the urban environment This has Included study of 
the physical design and use of space , and of 
behavioural shifts which may be brought about 
through both voluntary and enforced change . 

During the final year of the research , the city was 
affected by the global pandemic which In turn led 
to necessary changes In the provision of space for 
pedestrians and cyclists to support appropriate 
social distancing . Within the context of a project 
which concerned lhe cause and effect of mobl lHy 
planning applicallon and maintenance. It was 
Interesti ng lo note lhal the particular triggers for 
modal shift came not from within the transport 
realm but from wider soc,etal pressures and 
drivers. 

The PORT IS proiect Included slgnlf,cant material 
and measures and addressed walking withtn each 
of the project liv ing labs . In Aberdeen this ts 
posstbly best represented through reference to 
work packages one and two , which considering the 
long term tmplementat1on of sustainable mobt li ty 
within the city (a revised SUMP) , as well as both 
realised and planned 1ntervent1ons whtch will form 
an tmportant part of the proiect legacy 

The work contained within this document was 
undertaken by the local evaluat,on team and aimed 
to explore how walking can be supported 
encouraged and positively influenced by the urban 
environment Itself T hrough the use of a range of 
innova tive qualitative data collection techn iques, 
Including the use of advanced mobile laser 
scanning technology, we feel that we have 
addressed one of our own alms , which was to look 
at the city with fresh eyes and from a new -
sometimes abstract - perspective . 

Themes and Issues raised within the document 
arguably signal ways In which the city might be 
allowed and supported to evolve In the coming 
years. This will not necessarily be a quick or easy 
process, yet we argue Is one which can be 
addressed one step at a t i me 
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CITY CENTRE >> M ASTER 
DIAGRAM 
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ABERDEEN» ONE STEP AT A TIME: 
HOW TO MAKE WALKING COOL IN THE CITY? 

'Life happens on foot Walking Is rhe beginning the starting point Man was created to walk and all of life 's events large and small develop 
when we walk among orher people There ,s so much more to walking than walking There ,s direcl conract between people and lhe surrounding 
community, fresh air t,me ourdoors Jan Gehl (2010) 

Charles D i ckens and V i ctor Hugo came up with their best Ideas while walking _ For Peanuts creator Charles Shulz, walk i ng was part of love_ 

This exhibi tion oscillates around the notions ol accesslbl lity. place making, human scale as well as liveable, Inclusive and walkable urban 
environment. ll focuses on the city centre of Aberdeen and posslbllllles Iha! It creates or Is about to create II Is also searching for the ideas 
of how to encourage people to walk and cycle more I n Aberdeen City. 

Walkable urban spaces contr i bute lo better creativity and innovation by simu lt aneously activating social interaction and physical activity, and 
servi ng as a source of inspiration _ A walkable city Is nol Just an economi cal l y and environmenlally healthy city - ii i s also a relentlessly 
atlracllve city. 

How lo pr ioritise movement of people and make wa lking cool I n Aberdeen? 

Architectural uni queness or forms, webs of back lanes & tunnels await to be ( re)doscovered and filled w i th outdoor galleries, pop up events & 
lesti vals. cares and bars . a network of nodes . key dest i nations and streets that when l i nked would enhance the pedestrian activi t y and result 
in cu ltural change in people ' s approach to travel 

WallcabIl1ty 1s borh an end and a means as well as a maasure While rhe physical and soc,af rewards of walking are many, walkab,llly Is 
perhaps most useful as It contributes lo urban vItalIty and most meaningful as an 1nd1caIor of thaf vItafIty Jeff Speck (2012) 
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DIS-CO NNECTED ABERDEEN >> 
SPATIAL BOUNDAR I ES 

Aberdeen I s ~nown and celebrated for lls un i que 
lopograp hy . !lul the cha nges In levels can be 
considered as anoq_s1acle 10 movemenl around 
the clly by pedestrians 

The elevaled parts of Union Slreet over the 
undulat,119 'rii'edieval c i ty cre'a t ed massi ve 
changes I n levels The steps, back la nes , ramps 
& big lncll&l are o!Jen seen as d i srupt i ons in 
8-l(per,encl ng th& cit and act as dsterrents to 
wall$_i ng for Lh"os."'w,\h al(ernatlves availab l e 
Noi se, a i r polluli<>'} ,, street clutter and 
un::.-venness o f pavellnents wn-en walking along 
biYsy r~a~s make the e~per\ence much less 
pleasant ,tor pedestr l a"l'IS . 

Permeab,li ty In the centre of Aberdeen can be 
lixpl ore d__9Jl d 111.B,r e n t d I m ens I ona I I e v els th rough 
th·e network of criss crossing paths . However. 
m-any of the exi sting (under)passages, tunnels 
are underused i n the city centre. They could be 
perceived as dark , d i rty , obscured spaces -
g i v ing the Impressi on of places where one 
should avoid rather than utilise as 
a shortcut and unobvlous connection 

Spaces - to enhance pedeslrlan experience 
need to feel sale w l lh good lighting , surfacing , 
attent i on to v i sual contrast & clear way finding . 
Improvements in these areas wou ld greatly 
benefit all people walk i ng I n the city by avoi d ing 
detours or changes I n level I n order to move 
qu i ckly be l ween the- Uni on Square and Union 
Street for example 

•••••••••• 

■ 

+25M 

+ 20M 

>10M 

+SM 

underpass/ tunnel/path through lhe 
s hoppi ng cenlre - only poss ibl e during the 
opening hours 

dis tance s-nrie rs - urban zones not easil y 
ac.ce sslbleJp e rm) -SbJ e. where ped estratns 
are ollen forced l o--waLI< around the area 
due to changes In le-Jei-. or large areas or 
c losed orr bu i ldings with adj acent car 
park i ng etc. 

stop llghlS at road Intersect i ons 



The spat i a l and v i sual barriers I n 
the c i ty c entre are often created by 
the traffic congestion (noise) , 
v i sual crowdedness , excess slgnage 
and chaos or v i sua l stimu l us 

In Aberdeen , l arge pl ots or c i ty 
centre l and are occupi ed by the 
sh·opplng centres w i th the amenit i es 
of car par,s,rnd conveni ent 
vehicular access ,. lj)o..s.e bu i ldi ngs 
after openi ng hours - co-U.Jd 
potentially act as a ba f rh,1' to 
pedestr i ans . 

The buil t envi ronment and 
c i rcu l at i on - connectiv i ty between 

_e l ements play a b og role In shap i ng 
Ifie v l-s l.on and character al the c i ty 
Urban Identify I s- als.o defi ned by 
lhe accesslblllly & perm-eablli ly of 
spaces that sel the walkabl e 
environment. 

The map I dentif i es some mai n 
barr i ers to wal k i ng within the c i ty 
centre ; such as change In levels , 
steps , fenced oll are~ , poor 
conn-e.ctlvlty between 1J n1on Square 
• Train Station and Un i on Street 

/ -/ _____ _ 

.. Q -

--
ha rbour erea 

o utline of 1he c l osed off urb a n que ner • shopping 
cenlretofft-ce-s--w-1t h- t-he sur fa ce ca r p ark ing 

outline pl S,ll shopping centre 

tunn el/underpass 

ex ternal stai rs 

change i n levels/phys,c;al boundar1eal fences 

poor pedestr ian connection between Union 
Square and Uni on Street 
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PUBLIC SQU A RES >> ~ 

CONNECTIV I TY 

C ITY CENTRE ' I I 
\ 

\ 
The d iagram Identifies exi sting ?. I public spaces/ squares with i n the 
c i ty centre core and Indicates 

I l ocat i on or the Broad / Queen I Street site , 

Open or enclosed areas , green \ / 
spaces , urban parks , and squares 
I n the c i ty g i ve the opportunity for / I human l nteractfon , meeting and 

' rest i ng places from where the city / ,....,. 
dwellers can watch the city go by ......___ 

..-,/ 
,$~ ., -- ,-Rich and vari ed v i sual urban 

I experience Is ach ieved In the city 

♦~ by the combinat i on of h l s1oric and --modern urban fabr i c , civic plazas 
and pedestr i an friendly 
envi ronment The a llractlveness 

/ and accessibility or Aberdeen city 
centre cou l d be hugely Improved 
by creating better permeability 
and pedestrfan connections 
between the areas Identified on / the map 

f, 'D ~ ,.<F. 
•Q,i, / ... 11,.. 

'--.... -- -------



CITY EXPLORATIONS >> WALKING & SCANNING 

Walking routes with i n lhe c i ty centre can be 
represented in many dlflerent ways. Here the 
map shows the extent or laser scans along the 
chosen routes graph ically Ind i cating the 
I ncl i nes In the ground 

Data extracted lrom 3D laser scans enable a 
better understanding or urban env i ronment 
Portable laser scanner d i rect l y corresponds to 
aspects or walk i ng I n the city but a l so allows 
to explore new ways of captur i ng and 
percei v i ng reality 

Instantaneous nature of portable scan allows 
pecul iarly at the same time for capturing 
frozen Images or the urbanscape 

Images generated from scanners show spatial 
relat i onsh i ps better w i th higher level or 
I nformati on that 1s recorded and then 
extracted . 

Walking through the c i ty with laser scanner 
acts up but a l so entertai ns other senses, 
broadens the understand i ng of the city by 
p laci ng the person contro l ling the experience 
d i rect l y in the centre of space The Immediacy 
of the urban context enveloping or opening up 
to the person exploring the space leaves a 
trace I n the city - lnv1s 1ble marK In the 
memory map of the city The data collected by 
the dev i ce can be then processed and 
v i sual i sed Into alluring Images showing new 
abstracted ci t y forms yielding Inspiring new 
perspectives and Imaginative design 
i nitiatives. 

» SCHO0LHILL 



abstracted aberdeen 

Selection of images of scanned routes w i thin 
Aberdeen city centre . The visualisations 

provide an alternative image of the 
seemingly familiar spaces in the city. A ll of 

the images were produced after walking , 
scanning and exporing th ecity on foot. 



ABERDEEN » ONE STEP AT A TIME 

I n March 2020 two day public workshops and 
exhibit i on tilled ' ABERDEEN ONE STEP AT A 
TIME · How to prioritise movement or people and 
make walking cool?' was organised T he exhibition 
demonstrated posslbllltles that cily creates or is 
about to create to encourage more walk i ng and 
cycling as we l l summed up the research about t he 
notions of accessibi l i ty , place making, human 
scale and walkable urban environment wi th in the 
city centre of Aberdeen 

' Abstracted Aberdeen ' which also formed par! of 
!he exhibit i on had an aspiration lo encourage 
public and community engagement lo re -Imagine 
!he city, genera t e new Ide as and meaningfully 
engage In the process of a change I n Aberdeen 
By ma king extensive use of trad itiona l 
architectural visualisation and emerging digital 
technologies - mobi le laser scanning , various 
journeys through the city were recorded and an 
alternative - ' abstracted ' vers i on of Aberdeen was 
acknowledged and utilised to embody the essence 
of Aberdeenness and how It feels lo walk thro ugh 
the city's main streets, tunnels and underpasses . 

The act or mapping through walk ing became 
conceivab l e and the cily was re-imagined . By 
capturing key areas, walking routes and elements 
of urban realm where possible urban int erventions 
were feasible and then being able lo present these 
I n novel and perhaps striking ways , even lo 
participants who are fam i l i ar w i th the urban 
environment wi t hin Aberdeen, we have been ab l e 
to present participants with a new vision of the 
city which can provide an en l ightenment or 
Il luminat ion . We have also been able lo discover 
the ways 1n which !he urban conlexl of Aberdeen 
can in i t self help to support not on l y increased 
lev e ls of walking for heal t h related reasons , but 
a lso lo help us better understand how the users, 
occupants and vis i tors lo the city might explore , 
utflise and view the urban environment. 



AB!.=RDfFN >> 
ONE STEP AT A TIME 

HOW 
TO 
MAKE 
WALKING 
COOL ? 

• 
> Add mer•··••• 
> Be l; f &QWllh the city and ideas 

> Brtng life to the city : create not a lcohol based actlvllles but 

MIMRM&Qand areas to take In views 

> By making wal k i ng more attractive routes 

> Create a purpose/ dest i nation tor peop l e to go to 

::aft'S ' ha' O.i j spi ll 

> C l ose a stree t for veh i c l es for a week . a month or a year and if i t does not work -

all could go back to how II was before : Jusl have a slab al fl 

> Educationa l Walks 

> Footpath ded lcallon wllh more defin e d 

> Geocachlng • d lg llal clly treasure hunt 

i n Uni on Street 

separate z cn i=> s 'or c,c11sts 

> Making p l aces people w ant to walk t o (destinatio ns) much of the centre feels 

> Reduce number of traffic llghls make more 

> Silent Disco 

> Walks Exp l oring H i story 

> Walks like Sllverllne In Prague ( street/ pavemenl ground s i gns that form a route 

through lhe c ll y) 

2()20 
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ABERDEEN>> 
ONE STEP AT A TIME 

HOW TO PRIORITISE MOVEM~NT OF 
PEOPLE ANO MA"'-E WAL"'-ING COOl? 

■ Whal ls lhe unique selling point cf Aberdeen? What does Aberdeenness' mean? 

Aberdeenness lo altached to lhe herbcut. originally through fishing I hen through ell 

Cily of granite bu il drngo 

Cllmale 

Conlal localion 
Counlryside ond coaol 

Counlryslde close by 
Fish & chips 

Granite build ings 

Green spaces 

HI sic ry 
Hub for lhe North East thal gives lha starling point lo explore lhe Grampian region 

lndus tr1a l Port 
Monochromallc cily 

Port city• 1SOm away from shopping cenlres 
Seagull, 

Silver cJty by the gal<len sands 

Sparkling gray granite 
SlOtues 

The beach 

The Beech close \o the Olly 
Tio belween people and the eny which Is made or granlle robuSI and ha<d material 

Two rivers connceced by !he walk along !ha beach 

Union Torrace Gardens & unique par~• 
Walkable , level elty wllh llllle gems 10 be oliseovered on th e baeK olreets 
Weallh fer ,ome 

• Where/what ,s th" sou l · cf the cuy? 

An gallery 

Be lmont Araa 
> Bridge Street. Ma,kel Streel 

Broad sire•• (• 3 J 
Casllegote 1•31 
Marishall Square 

Merchant Quarter 

Mid to West End cf Union Street 10 Queens Cress 
Music Hall 

Qld Aberdeen • sour cl lhe clly ; The atre • heart 
Saint N•ehclas ki1kyard 

School hill Maroshalr College• Castlegate 
sn,p,cw 

The Green 

Theatre 
The original Harbour area 

un,on Street 1•2J 
Union Terrace Gardens 
UTG • brnken hear\ cf Aberdeen 

PocKel cenlres dotted ac,oss tne city 

An gallerr 
Belmont Aru 
B,wge Street• Markel Strool 

Brood Streel 1•31 

CnllDgala 1•31 
The origrnal Harbour a,ea 

Marisn•II Square 
Merehnnl Quaner 
Mid to Weol End of Union S1ree1 10 Queen, Cro .. 

Mu1ic Holl 

Old Aberdeen• ,cul of the e,ty Thootre • haa,t 

Saini N1en01aa Klrkyard 
Schoolhlll. Marl1h1II College Ca•tlega\e 

Sh1prow 

Shopping. M&S 
The Green 

Thea Ir" 
Union SI/eel (x2) 

Union Tarr•ee Gardens 

UTG bcoken heart er A~ercieen 

Poc~el eenues dotted across lhe clly 



ABERDEEN >> 
ONE STEP AT A TIME 

~ow TO l'~IOIUTISE MOVEMENT OF 
~EOPLE ANO MAKE WALKIN(l COOL> 

0 3 ■ Where do you spend lime In lhe c, t y centre? 

• Atl Galle•1 

• Ba" 
B•• en 
Belmonl St,ee, "'' 

• B•"e lamp 
Broad SltHI 

C••"•D••• 
C1nem .. - BeJmonl 
Outh,e park 

G~o,ge Struc 
Musi< Hall 

NESCOL 

Old A~erd~~n 

Old Ra,iwoy 

Schoolhlll 

Sh,prow 

Sn ops 

Snop~1ng C~nl,H 

St N,cho1os K"!1ard 

Union Soreet 1,21 

We,1 or Union Slra~I 

04. ,,. ,, "" gel there? Whal mode of lransport do you use'l 

'"' • 
"' • Cycle 
Tra In • 
Walk • 

■ How long do you stay ,n the c11y centre? 

-~ hour• (s hopping In the city central 

-3 hours 

hours {c 1nom o1thoa t re) 

3-10 hou rs 

Hall• day at mosl 

Maybe around 2 hours 

3-7 houro 

Few hours 

Sometimes few mlnules and sometime• !ow hours 

0 6 ■ Wl1at ac1;v1l1es would make you stay longer In th~ c,ly centre? 

Setler public ,ealm green spaces and places to lingo, 

Book events 
Comfortable meeting ,pots 
External lrnatad areas 

FIii empty shops with pop-upo or advertosing media 
Food mari<el• 
More access lo art & culture 

More appealing 01reetsoape 
More •rt 
More atlrac!lve places to vlsll with cafes etc 
Mote cenlral cafll cu lt ure 
More evonts al the Green like Abe rdeen lns p ,red Night• 

More outdoor areas {not Jusl •hop•) 
More ,ocial opaces 
Outdoor ooating 

> Outdoor temporary cinema I n summer time 
Places 10 reot 
Shallered areas 

Shellered sealing 
Street en1erta1nmen1 
Street parlles 
' Turn up and work places for crea11ves 

Union Te,race Gardens 



0 7 o Wea, 

R D l: [ N 
S T (C f-' 

J,scoLJ•a-;aes 

f ! M (' 

> Cars 6 pollution 

avemonts) 
> Cycli st s (on P • ,oandoned lklno 

,. tired en "Xleagi,e wa > Cent,e IOO•S A lhri t is) discourage. 
> Hoalth cond1Uons I r 

> Lack or f lo w should be given proority surface) discourages cycling 
> Pedeslroans (d10con1lnuous, bad 
> Poor cyc le routo• 

> Tralf,c ovcling {I walk In lown) > Traffic ro, , 

> Traffic llghlS to the c,ly centre are poo, 
> Transport links 

08. ,"' r tne a,r quaI,1,­·1ou aware o c11v centre" r,o ,se '" I t,e , 

> " 

poor In !he city centre qual11, 1s pre\ly 

, No I rarely oee any n city centre publicised r1gures, 

> Not• huge factor _ bll noi•y n ow and again 
d air qual,ty, a 

> Not goo · d busyness 
> Sometimes noo•e an 

kot S
tr

eel terms or noise 100 
> Union and Mar l pollu1ad street; In lot of pollu\lon pollution 
> Un,on Sire el Is lhe mos 1ng also create a Ho ll soak,ng II up) , 

> Yes '" " 
1 " , ' social lso lal oon s 

••• "arbour With eng,ne,'.,'",',',,, (<ilu banners at Mus,c ' worse than 
> You ean see t discou ra ges~ ~ 1h0 

pollulion n neonla to go oul 
and no>se f rom \ranspor 

smok,ng and obeolly 

'n In" C' I\' Should ~nv ol lhe >H<>as 

> Aberdeen shou European melhods o Id O&eome deSlonal 
O 

f oood pedestrran squares . 
1 

n noc • 
th10

ugh rou _ce publlo parkS Rolletdam 

> Examples wOoluol: ::ou nd want 10 oome on holiday 
parking e hero you would 

I I l,k~ so mow 
It should •• ' allon) al n i gh!> d 

( deS!roun,s pedestroonise Part•llma pe erk,rkgale should be 
> Schoolhtll and Upp 'den Squ are etc . 

> Small areas • _uch as Go,• lo\ of places leS6 busy Id be nairowor and pede,trlan dom~,n 
Unsu r e - n m,ghl maH ts Union Sl!ee\ shou 

> Y • Sehoolh i ll and a,de otiee 
> e ' sollened 
lmpro~ed and M rl<et Street 

Yesl B!ldge Sire e t a
nd 

:lhl ll and all of Upperki,kgate 
> Yes - full length of Scho 

Gooo c1r1es 
ARE ALL 
ABOUT 
PEOPLE 

Cl ROBERT GORDON 
IJ,!l!J UNIVERSITY A6EROEEH 







BROAD/QUEEN STREET > Site 
Introduction 

8ro1d Stree1 area it a unique space tn 11,e city centfe 
Thia wh ■ r• tta second tllggut g,ann• building la 
localed t.hnishall Colt•g• wilh its unique arcb1tecture •• 
cherished b) tocals but el■ o act1 as ■ magnel for 
101.U/Sl$ The IPIU •dJ1c-1nt lo the building h•• been 
1ransrormad and ,a.■ng1nae1ed to a bus & 
11:t:I access only street where pdastrl■ns and cycllat 
GO■Xi51 II has also be11n designed•• a high qualtty 
sp■ea thet 11 used used lor temporary events Ilka 
concert• and fasliva111o 

The recen1 coruemporary muced use developemani of 
Mtrlthat &q1.ur, p,ovided holal. 0ll1ce c,r, and 
raslaur ■nt us■ 

Provott Sl<ana Houu {WIHOtl was ong1naty bu11! In 15'~.S) 
anc, Art Gatlery/Mus■um 11 cuuanlly balrig 1erurb1sl'lfd 
Once the restoraUon worln, are finished II wlll provide 11 

great •pace to uplore wUhin the htilrl ol lhe oily where 
lhe contemporary ind 1r1d111on1t a1e1i11tc1ure are 
Ju'lt tapoud 



01_Broad S t reet : w i th a vilew 
to Marischal Co lleg e and 
Greyf riars Ch urch 

03_Marl scha l Square 
development ; Inner square 

02_ Ma r l schal Co l l ege i nner 
square 

04_Broad Street 

PHOTOGRAPHS »BROAD STREET 

• 

05 Broad Street 
on -Broad Street 

Mar1schal College 
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CREATIVITY I N THE CITY 

>> BROAD STREET 
QUEEN STREET 

Cit i es can be seen as canvas for art 
and vast versatile outdoor gallery 
where contempora r y a r t can 
penetrate urban spaces and provi de 
a var i ety of experiences lo i ts 
citizens . p l aces transform into 
more interesti ng and engag i ng 
ci t yscapes . Network of ' art nodes' 
with i n the c i ty· which when 
connected - enhance t he pedestrian 
activ i ty and experience of new ways 
of appr ehend i ng the urban 
environment. 

Black nodes on the map indi ca te 
location of the street art (vari ous 
artwork s as a result of Nu-Art 
fest i va l s I n Aberdeen) within the 
city cen t re . 
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CIVIC BU I LDINGS 
CONNECTIVITY >> 

>>BROAD S TREET 
QUEEN STREET 

The Broad/Que 
where the Mari!~ 7treet area Is 
(second largest a College 
teh world) Is 

I 
gran i te bulling In 

l i es In close oca_ted but i t also 
· . proximity t 

s1gnlf1cant bu Id o other 
In the heart 11 ,ngs. concentrated 

o the c,ty 

The site was on 
Aberdeen as d el of the first In 
shared spac es gnatet to be a 

e area wh 
pedestra1ns and ere buses cycl i st coexist , 

The Broad Street 
area together wit pede_strlanlsed 
and soil land h various hard 
seating , plan~:ape elements. 
Marisha! s rs , founta in 

I 
quare de I ' 

ntroduced new f ve opemnt that 
(hotel offlc unctions ' es , cares 
restaurants) to the and 
many people wh area attracted 
e _njoy the flexlbl: are able now to 
civ,c space In th • multipurpose 

e city centre 

I 
I 

I 

I 
/ 

I 
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PUBLIC SQU AR ES >> 
CONNECTIV I TY 

>>BROAD STREET 
QUE EN STREET 

This diagram Identifi es existing 
public spaces/ squares / parks 
wtlh l n the c,ty centre core and 
I ndicates location of the 
Broad/ Queen Street sote . 

The area Is characterised by a 
large concentration of 
smaller/b igger, open and enclosed 
spaces (like Mari schal College 
I nner courtya rd, Anatomy Rooms 
square or more recent Maroschal 
Square ) This g i ves plenty 
opportunities for people lo 
meander between those sites , 
d i scovering new urban spaces and 
experi enci ng various arch1tec(ural 
sceneries . One can Jusl Imagine 
how great It would be if si tes were 
used for urban/street art . urban 
sculpture trail , pop-up music 
fest i vals or Interactive exhibitions 
runn i ng simultaneously In lhe 
various squares .. 
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CASTLEGATE > Site Introdu c t ion 

Cullegete 11 • 1q1.1er t1 loclled where the ea,1 end or lhe 
Cily ' 1 m■,n lho1oughl■fe Union Street and bollOm of King 
Streel meel where 1he Marcat Cross and Galtowg.a te are 
loc■tt!!d 

C■11legele II iurounded by gr■nlle propertl•• with 
commerct;al u••• al the giou nd tloor Hl•lorically 11 t,.ar; 
been a llvely area used for Ci l )' markets and var1ou.s 
evon11 Currenlly the c1Ylc funcion of 1tu1 sque,e 11 under 
utlll1■d 

It 11 prorrnnently localed 111 1he c11y eantre wilh soma of 
lhe bet.I 'lllews o r the Uni on Slree l Ind IDWBfdl !he 
harbour area 

ARCHIBALD SIMPSON BUILOIN 



02_Marlshall Streel with a view towards the harbour. 03_Casllrgate wilh Archibald Simpson building on 
the corner o f Union and K ing Slreel 

PH5TOGRAPHS »11:ASTLEOATE 

o,_casllegate : Mercat 
Cross and view of the 
square looking towards 
Union Street 

04_Unlon Street and outdoor seating 



LOVE 
AT 

>>CASTLEGATE 

The perception of the 
c i ty changes when an 

act of walking i s 
comb ined with the 

experience of 
discovery and 

exploration of areas 

FIRST 

enriched by the 
artworks . The 

presence of art 
creates a peculiar 

magnetic f i eld whic h 
draws people in . T he 

sensoriness and 
unexpectedness of 
artworks together 

with their placement 
i n public spaces 

within the city, 
provides a 

co mbin ation 
of social 

entertainment and 
elements of 
exploration 

enlivening the 
areas between the 

bu i ldings 

"I want 
people to 
fall back 
in love 
with their 
own city, 
go out and 
look at it 
as if 
the 

i t ' s 
first 

time they 
have seen 
• t II I . 

Artist : Morag Myerscough 



CIVIC BU I LDINGS> > 
CONNEC T IVI T Y 

>>CAST LEGATE 

The si t e a t Cast le . 
un ,que p l ace ga t e is a 
lwo ma1or str:~t~~tersecl1on of 
S t ree t It l i es cl · Uni on and K ing 
Harbour and I t ~se lo t he 
poin t where t h a so i s a pivotal 
from l he city/ ~alk to the b e ach 
begins en re usua l ly 

~hbe Pdeaco,ck V i sua l Arts . 
er een s ce nt re for 

contemporary t 
off C a slega t e ~~ sl Is loca ted j us t 

. er miss i on Is t o 

'activate spac and l he citize es where a r tists 
ar tworks co ns , prompted by 
I deas and ngr~gate aroun d 

pract,ces tha t I 
everyday routines ' nt errup t 
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UNION STREET > S i te I ntroduct i on 

Aberdeen hat• un1qu• history coa,1al roc111on huoour, 11 
not too blg • 011y bul tug• •nough to have 1cceu to I wide 
varlely of oul1ural amenihas art gall1H1es th1talres, museum1.. 
cinemas; 11 coincide• wllh dJ1 t1ncllve arc.h11ecture that 
augments u,e ur11que and magf'!e11c sen1e of place Union 
Str••· •eta a.s ,,,. 1plno fo, mou of lh• city ICIIYIUII 

h u epro111mately 1 mile long (Or•nllli! Mlle) and has. bean buill 
above the ord town on a urle1 or arcbet destgned In the 
oeglnnlng of Iha a11, cen1ury Cu,re1'111y II 11 used as a m11n 
s11ee1 and shopping tborouohrar• 1n Aberdeen It play& • ma1or 
tole In the social clvJc. come rc.lle and cultural llfe of 
Abtrdun Archnec1 ur1llf ijnlque t1ulld1ng1 run along bolh 11des 
of the lltttl providing Vltlll)' and int,eat In IMI clly c•nlr• II 
Is a v111t spac:■ In th• Abude ■ n 

In May 2020 tt,e !ltree1 has been p•rtl)' pdestrJarllsed between 
Bridge and Mtflt41 Slrttl 

ALBYN PL » 



01_Unl on Street : G l lcomston 
Church towers 

02 Union Street : view towards the Green and Aberdeen 
Market bulling with mural pa i nted by H e raku t for NuArt 
fes tival 

03 Union Street : view of the pedestrian i sed parts between 
Market St and Bridge St 

04_UnIon Street : street furniture and landscape elements 

os_un,on Street: benches 

06_Un1on Street : v,ew of the Aberdeen Markel bui l ding ln the background 

07 _ Union Street: St Nicholas Churyard and cementry 

08_Unlon Street : Gilcomston Church and view to Union Row 

09 Union Street : Holburn junction seat i ng area 

10 Union Street : entrance to the pedestri anised area between 
Market St and Bridge St 

11 Uni on Street : Great Aberdeen 
Run event 

12_Unlon Street : Holbu rn Junction 

PHOTOGRAPHS » U N ION STREET 



0 1 Un i on S t r e et: Gilcomston 
Ch"i:irc h towers 

02 Union S treet: v i ew towards the G r een and Aberdee n 
Market bu l l i ng w ith mura l painted by H e r akut f o r Nu Art 
res tival 

07 U nion Stre et: St Nich olas 
Ch°i:iryard ad cementry 

OS_ Un l o n S t reet : benches 

0 4 Uni on S t ree t : street 
furni t ure and l andscape 
elements 



08 Un i on Street: Gilcomston 
Church and v i ew to Un i on 
Row 

12 Union Street : Hol burn 1unct1on 

11 Union Street · Greal Aberdeen 
Run evenl 

10_Union Slreet· entrance 10 the 
pedestri anised area between Market 
St and Br i dge St 
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THE GREEN > Site In1roductlon 

Th• •r•a of The Green Is amonliJ one or Ila 
Olde11 pa,u OI th• OIi)' - for $1lC oenlutltl 11 
form11d part of the only route Into the Aberdean 
cily from lf'le Sou th to the Old Town unlU lhe 
cons rn,cllo" of Union Street in lhe ••riv UOOt 

At prinenf The Green 11 a 1Hgn1f1can1 nodal 5lle 
Within Iha city centre It symboli,e'!I the cultunt 
and hlstotlcal erta, where the medieval, 191h 
century tfld corlltmpo,ary layers lnUrwlnt 

The h1slor1c links And a1n1al connec11v11y & 
permeabtllty ol the Green wlth 1111 1n1ertect1ng 
pede11nan routes lo and from 1h• squHe • 
maj(es II II disllncllve 1paca within the cf1y as 
l he hub of a n elwork ot connecting routes 

In our exploraUons we discovered that Iha 
acce ~sl b1111y and connecllvl11 arou nd l hla un,que 
a1ea could be gre1lly Improved b)' opening up 
.. ome of 1he hlatoric routes . Cernegles' s Br•• 
and Correctlo,- Wy nd - tflat connect the Green 
w11h Netherldrkgate-. lhe Bon Accor<! cenHe and 
Maritchal Square r unning undernes lh Union 
S 1ree1 
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02 'Ha rd edge ' or Hadden Slree_t 
Pedestrians walk past long sect i ons o f c l osed 
off bu ild ing facade . 

03 Exchange Street . connectJng Hadden 
Street and Guild Stree t 

04_Exchange La ne 



OS_Back Wynd Stair. 
connecting The Green with th@ Union 
Street level. Monumental piece of 
staircase prov,dlng a llnk/ shortcul 
but also In many ways an obstacle In 
wandering through the city due to Its 
sea I e . 

Before lhe con,truotion of Union 
Street, Baek Wynd used lo Join 
Schoolhlll lo The Green 
The present Baek Wynd Stairs were 
built In 1922 sweeping away IEdles 
f-lause but leaving 115 ghastly Image 
In the adjoining Building. 

03_Looklng up lhe Back Wynd 
Stairs from The Green 

06_07_0B_Palnted Doors artistic lnltlatve turning abandoned doorways Into works of ert 
and creating a trail of connected atreel art nodes on the map through Correc-1on Wynd 
M@rohant Ouert1r, Langstane Place and Wlndmill Brae 

09_/\rtwork - Correction Wynd Stairs 

1 O_Correcllon Wynd Stairs 
The lower ground level of Correcuon 
Wynd still follows the Medieval street 
plan af the c,ty Stairs 1,nk Union Street 
with lhe lower leiiel of Correction Wynd 
leading lo The Graen or further to St 
Nicholas Lane 



11_Correctlon Wynd looking towards Kirk or 51 Nicholas 

12_correct1on Wynd under Union Street 

13_ Cobbled street of Correo11on Wy nd & 
pa5sage underneath the Union Street to the 
Green 

H _Carnagle's Brae and Correction Wynd passing 
below Union Street and Market Street remain the 
historic routes linking the Green Wl1h 
Netherklrkgate Bon Accord Centre and Marlsehal 
Square 

10_Carnegle's Brae - looking towards The Green 
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THE GRE E N >> Connect i vity 

T he area a round t 
permea b l e space hl et ,G r een I n A berdee n 
way fo r m t h b . s cen t ra l ly I I s a ve r y 
s h opping Gee t us / t r a i n sta t ion & i~f l ed on t he 
T he h i s t oric nl l r e an ~ U n i o n S t ree t on Squa r e 
G nlrs a nd a I . 
a ~ ~ef~o~t~h~ts ,ntersect~;/~ec;;;t~ctlv lty of t he 
w i t h i n the c ltysqua r e . make I t a d l ~: t roi utes to 
c o as the hub net ve spa 

nnec tl ng routes . • a n e twork o f ce 





2 section view 
showing the 
passageway and 
voids above 

3 section view 
5howlng the 
passageway from 
the Green 

.,,. . 

1 tloo view through the 
p::~age looking towards 
the Green 
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THE GREEN > POINT CLOUD 
IMAGES AND EXPLORATIONS 

The area around the Green 
1llow1 for cutting across 
utebllshed route• end exploring 
marginal and ovartooked 1pace1 
Th• subterranean tlnk1 tunnel• 
pauages together with 
axperoenclng a play of shadow• 
and llght1 created by the open 
and clo5ed volumes of exl1tlng 
urban environment render thl1 
hlalorlc heart of the city a1 truly 
unlque 

Wa have baen axplorlng Iha city 
11reeu and, by the u1e of 30 
laaer scanner1, mapped the 
urban fabric and spatial 
relatl0nshlpI, 1lmu1tane0u1ly 
re-Imagining Iha city Evary city 
11 lull of forgotten space• 
alleyways that with a bit al 
aflort could ba turned Into 
vibrant laneways and city 
Iquues Opening up lhe 
potentlal of ■paces in the area 
around The Green by temporary 
actlons, pop-up event• 
workshop• and public 
engagement would start a 
dialogue and oiler elternatlveo 
to the experlenoe or urban Ille 

Smaller human - sca le 1p1ce1 
are Important In the city and by 
tactically ch00Ilng ~nd 
invigorating thou 5paca1 by 
ra1p0ndlng 10 the surrounding• 
and creeling connectlona, we 
could inspire other area, - and 
ulllmately gener11e a network. of 
llnkad spaces - key nodes In the 
city 

" -. 

01_Vltw toward• SI Nicholas Square from SI Nicholas Lone 

02_Vlew toward• Back Wynd Stapa from the Green 



MEDIEVAL ROUTE 
the Green connection to Denburn Road 

.. ~· 

abstract(ed] aberdeen 



MEDIEVAL ROUTE 
the Green connection to Denburn Road 02 

abstract(ed] aberdeen 



MEDIEVAL ROUTE 
the Green connection to Denburn Road 0 3 

abstract(ed] aberdeen 
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abstract[ed] aberdeen 

ABERDEEN MARKET 





SCHOOLHILL > Site Introduction 

$c;hoolhlll It OMt ol n,. bl.U.I••· "City c.•nir• at••· Many 
local shops cares •nd r•1lluran11 ■re located elons, 
Sc:hoolhlll II Is also a 1ml between union T•rrace 
Gardens and Broad $tree1 . ThH■ are also m9n)' 
p1om1nen1 and wttl ._nown building, such •• Hit 
M•f•aty 1 Thaelrt, Abetdttn Art Galler)' Robert 
Gordon's. Colleg• 

Sohoolhlll 11 also located In be1ween 1wo large 1hopp1ng 
cenlrtl • Bo" Accord and SI Nlchol•• Belmont 
S l r1!eU8a1.k Wynd area W'llh many bar.s cale1 and shOPli 
h In clo6e pro.:imrty All lhls. create& a unique 
a1hmo1phere ol Schoolh111 area 
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PHOTOGRAPHS >> SCHOOLHILL 

01 Schoolhtll view from the Ari Gallery 
roOt terrace 

02 Schoolhlll : view 
towe rds Marishal College 

03 Vi ew towar ds Be l mon t Str eet 04_ V lew of the A r t Galle r y 
& - Ar t Ga ll ery 
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CREATIVITY IN THE CITY 

>>S CANNING 
DENBURN AREA 

T he d l agrama t lc map above ind l cayes 
extent of the scanned area . T he scan 
starts at Belmont Street then follows 
the o l d al l eyway and steps at 
Patagonian Court. II then runs a l ong 
very busy Denburn Road underneath 
Unon Street and Union Bri dge . It 
term i nates at the entrance to the 
Green which also proves to be a ve r y 
quick connect i on between the c i ty 
centre and Guild Street w i th Union 
Square Shoppi ng Centre and Bus & 
T r a i n station . 

» SCHOOLHILL 
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PATA GO N I AN COURT 
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PATAGONIAN COURT & DENBURN ROAD 

















GOLDEN SQUARE > S i te Introduction 

Golden Square I s l ocated lo ltle nonn of Union Street 
•nd u, ch.,ec!erts•d by Ill unlqu1 form and h.1nct1on II 
ls •n .,,c101ed sptc• circular In plan and lin ked tiy ro1da 
lo lhe North Soulh, E•sl and Wet.I Golden square has 
some s1m11.ar1@t1es 1n slyle to Bon A.coord Square 1o 1he 
Sou l h or IJnton Str•et 

Tow11 hous.•s that s.urround a lrae lined central area iHI! 
sel back' from the main route ol Union Street 
Currenily (tnel 1inee 11,e Ui&Os when the orlg1nel cenHel 
lan dscaped ,,ea was removed) tn• 1qu111 lurtcllona •• • 
ce, park The peaceh1I atld orlglnal concept of the 
s.quare has. been somehow lose when cars appearo and 
became serious 01Ds1acles 10 lhe pedesulan rouu, 
ihrouoh and 1cros1 the 1quar1 connecting II 10 Crtmon 
Plac1 . Gilcomaton. U"on Te11.a~e and Un.lon. 5treel 



GOLDEN SQUARE R
APHS >> ,ew 

P
HOTOG Place & v 

Cr1mon Golden Squa_re Calhedra l Ol_ SI Marys towards 

;s; r 
'\ I 

,II --!.1/-:. •. I fl .. .. , / ... , 

03 Go l den Square 04_Gol den Square : v i ew 
! awards car parking area 



PHOTOGRAPHS » BON ACCORD SQUARE 

05 Bon Accord Square view towards the 
sq~are from the west e·ntrance 

06 Bon Accord Square : view of the 
square and townhouses 

08 Bon Accord Square : view of the 
square from the East entrance 

07 Bon Accord Square : view or the 
I a n-d s capped cen tr a I area 
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PUBL I C SQUARES >> 
CONNECT IVITY 

>>GOLDE N SQUARE 
BON ACCORD SQUARE 

The diagram identifies existing 
pub l i c spaces/squares within the 
city centre core and indi cates 
locati on of the Golden Square/ Ban 
Accord sites• two un i que , 
enclosed squares surrounded by 
townhouses with centrally located 
l andscapped areas . 

The Golden Square is located just 
off U n i on Street behi nd the newly 
refurb i shed Music Hall. 

Th i s gives apprtunlty to delevlop 
this city centre site Into a place 
well connected to other lmperant 
l andmarks In the city ce ntre 
Union Terrace Gardens are jus t a 
short walk from the site 

The theatre build i ng and Music 
Hall are in close proximity to the 
site g i v i ng an opportunity for 
creating jonlnt venues and events 
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GUILD STREET> S i te I ntroducti on 

Gulld SHe•I It I Ot)I busy Itel of Aberd••"• louteO lo 
1h• South or Union Strut bttw•on Mark.et 4 Bridge 
Slreel The Bus and Railway S11Hon as well es Union 
Squire ere localed on Guild Slfeet 11 aslo ltes near the 
Ha,bour end l he North Dee Buisness Ouettet lo the 
south 

Currently the area l5 ellremely bu,-y wfth cars and 
1herefore hosule 10 ll'le ped ... 1n1n1 Ttta p1vements. 1ra 
narrow and lln\s lo and fto,n the main bus and 1t11n 
slallon to the 011y oen1re • Union 51reel Is ahallanglng 
due 10 the changes 1n lsvah and tac-1( of pades l rian 
cross1"g1 and priorlllsauon 

This 1tt• Is l'lowevar cruc:i ■ I In providing c:onnect1on1 to 
olhe, oily oentr11 areas 

THE GREEN» 

> HARBOUR 










